Welcome to Monmouth County History 


The Monmouth County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Historical 
Commission welcome you to the Thirteenth Annual Weekend in Old 
Monmouth self-guided tour of historic sites. This year, the tour includes 
nearly 50 sites organized into four segments: 


Q Bayshore or Purple Tour - sites 1 - 15 

© Two Rivers or Blue Tour - sites 16 - 26 
@® Seashore or Green Tour - sites 27 - 35 
@ Western or Orange Tour - sites 36 - 50 


Experience indicates that some tour followers attempt to visit as many 
sites as possible while others opt for a small number, often those close to 
home. Regarding organization, the tour places some widely separated sites 
in a semblance of order. Conversely, other sites are located close together. 
Visitors may see the sites in any order, or no order, or reverse the sequence 
from the proposed starting points. Three of the tours begin in proximity 
to county borders, while Two Rivers begins in a population center that is 
readily accessible from the Garden State Parkway. The suggested routes 
offer logical, easy-to-follow directions, but those familiar with the local 
landscape or possessing GPS systems may wish to use alternate roads. 


We suggest making a point to visit Site 48, the Monmouth County 
Historical Association Museum and Library. The Association has an 
incomparable collection of Monmouth artifacts, extensive research holdings 
and features informative changing exhibitions on Monmouth County history. 
While there, also visit the Battle of Monmouth Monument in front of the 
Monmouth County Courthouse. 


If you have questions, please email the Executive Director, John Fabiano at 
john.fabiano@co.monmouth.nj.us. 
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Joseph Murray 


Farmhouse 
345 Oakhill Rd. (GPS) 
Red Bank, NJ 07701 


The farmhouse & barn are outstanding examples of 
Colonial middle-class structures. Built c 1770, they remain 
on original foundations. Simple plaster walls and brick 
fireplaces underestimate the sturdiness and charm of the 
original 5-room house. Joseph Murray, a stonemason 

from Ireland, and his mother arrived in 1767. Here he met 
and married Rebecca Morris, whose family had lived in 
Monmouth County for several generations. They had four 
children, William, James, Joseph, and a daughter. With the 
onset of the Revolutionary War, Joseph joined the local 
militia and was openly defiant of British rule. He earned the 
label of a “daring, notorious rebel.” 


The property stayed in the possession of the Murray family 
until 1861. It was farmed and the house was inhabited 
until it was purchased in 1973 by Middletown Township at 
the encouragement of the Poricy Park Citizens Committee 
to save the land from development. The buildings were 
restored and Middletown Township and the Poricy Park 
Conservancy maintain the property. 


Website: www.poricypark.org 

Email: poricypark@poricypark.org 

Contact: Elaine Hinckley, President 

Poricy Park Conservancy Board 

Organization: Poricy Park Conservancy 

Year-round Programs: All School Education programs; 
Fossil Hunts and Scout Programs are conducted by the 
Middletown Township Recreation Department. Murray 
Farmhouse and Barn education programs must be 
scheduled by Recreation Dept. www.middletownnj.org/155/ 
Recreation 

Regular Hours: Varied- Please call Nature Center or refer 
to website for monthly updates on programs and events. 
ADA accessible: Farmhouse, No; Nature Center, Yes 
Public Restroom: Nature Center, Yes 

Phone: 732-268-7034 





Old First Church 
(Middletown 
Baptist) 

69 Kings Highway 
Middletown, NJ 07748 





In 1688, the Baptist Church in New Jersey was founded on 
this lot. The Greek Revival edifice, the third on the site, was 
built in 1832 on a 1720 stone foundation. Its tall, narrow 
steeple fell in an 1890 storm, and was replaced with the 
present, shorter steeple in 1891. The visit offers costumed 
tours of the building and cemetery, as well as viewing of 
church artifacts, which date from the 17th and 18th 
centuries. 


West of the Middletown Meetinghouse, as the building 
was Called, is the Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
Hall, built around 1894, sold to the church and moved from 
Conover St. to this site in 1908.The former Victorian-era 
church parsonage 

at 59 Kings Highway (now a private residence), stands 
nearby. 


The large cemetery monument to former Pastor, Rev. Abel 
Morgan (1713 -1785), bears witness to his prominence 
during the American Revolutionary period. Morgan boldly 
led his congregation in support of the new American 
govern- 

ment, in direct opposition to the British “Enemy.” In 1778, 
the church was occupied and used as a hospital by the 
British following the Battle of Monmouth. 

Revolutionary War soldiers lie in the cemetery, 

including patriot Joseph Murray, murdered by Tories in 
1780. 


During a tour of the building, one can see the type of 
construction in the Meetinghouse and view how successful 
builders were with limited resources. Middletown Baptist 
changed its name to Old First Church following a joint 
affiliation with the United Church of Christ in 1963. 


Website: www.oldfirstchurchnj.org 

Email: ofc@oldfirstchurchnj.org 

Contact: Elaine Lent, Church Historian, cell: 732-216-6345 
Regular Hours: Sundays. Engaging worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Special Events: See website 

ADA accessible: Enter through center recessed doors and 
turn right for ramp into sanctuary. 

Parking: Along church frontage and in adjacent church lot 
Phone: 732-671-1905 


Marlpit Hall 
137 Kings Highway 
Middletown, NJ 07748 


Marlpit Hall, built in part about 1686 but greatly enlarged 
about 1756, was home to the prominent loyalist Taylor 
family at the time of the Revolution. Edward Taylor endured 
house arrest for his political position and the family lost 
much of its fortune and influence. Marlpit Hall remained 

in Taylor family ownership until 1930. The house was 
restored, furnished and donated in 1936 to Monmouth 
County Historical Association by Mrs. J. Amory Haskell. 

It became the first restored house museum in the area. 
Mrs. Haskell was a very prominent collector of Americana, 
notably decorative arts. Marlpit Hall presently serves as 

a showcase for the Association’s 18th century furniture 
collection. The old kitchen is furnished as a “keeping room” 
as it might have appeared about 1710 or 1720. Other rooms 
contain exceptional examples of Chippendale furniture 
made in Monmouth County, New York, and Pennsylvania. 
Many items from the Taylor family are also on display. A key 
property in the Middletown Village Historic District, Marlpit 
Hall has been placed on the New Jersey and National 
Registers of Historic Places. It is listed on the NJ Women’s 
History Trail in honor of Mrs. Haskell’s preservation work. 


In the fall of 2021, Monmouth County Historical Association 
debut the first exhibit of its Living & Breathing project at this 
site, designed to give voice to the enslaved who lived and 
worked at each of its four colonial era properties. Beneath 
the Floorboards: Whispers of the Enslaved at Marlpit Hall 
tells the story of seven men, women and children who lived 
at the house. It is a semi-permanent exhibit. This exhibition 
has garnered county, state and national recognition. 


Events: See web site for upcoming events 
Organization: Monmouth County Historical Association 
Website: www.monmouthhistory.org 

Email: info@monmouthhistory.org 

Contact: Carmen Balentine, Membership & Volunteer 
Coordinator 

Regular Hours: Friday, Saturday, Sunday from 1 - 4 

pm. School groups and other tours may be arranged by 
appointment. Additionally, self-guided tours of the exterior 
are available on website. 

ADA accessible: Partially 

Public Restroom: Yes 

Parking: Small lot adjacent to Taylor-Butler HousePhone: 
732-462-1466 





Taylor-Butler 
House 

127 Kings Highway 
Middletown, NJ 07748 





Taylor-Butler House was built about 1853 by later 
generations of Marlpit Hall’s Taylor family. The family had 
been very successful in the China Trade out of New York 
and when Joseph and Mary Holmes Taylor married in 

1849, they decided to move back to Middletown and build 

a grand house in a restrained Italianate style on the family 
farm. Here they raised two children: Edward, who became 
an early local photographer, and Mary Holmes Taylor who 
would be the last family member to live in the house. After 
her death in 1930 the house stood empty until architect 
Henry Ludwig Kramer purchased it for his home and 

office. He restored the house and added indoor plumbing, 
replacing the two-story outhouse that had extended over 
the kitchen wing and courtyard. In 1954, George and Helen 
Butler purchased the property and were known for their 
community involvement and hospitality. The Association 
purchased the house and 5 acres from Mr. Butler’s estate in 
1999. Taylor-Butler House, a key property in the Middletown 
Village Historic District, has been placed on the New Jersey 
and National Registers of Historic Places. 


The Taylor-Butler House’s spacious rooms have been 
converted to gallery space. A semi-permanent exhibit 
features 19th century portraits from MCHA’s permanent 
collection featuring people from Monmouth County. Of 
special interest are twelve works by Middletown’s resident 
artist, Harvey Jenkins (1822-1908). The house, available for 
weddings and special events, can accommodate up to 125 
people. 


Events: Daffodils and Daiquiris, Mistletoe. See website for 
further details on events. 

Organization: Monmouth County Historical Association 
Website: www.monmouthhistory.org 

Email: info@monmouthhistory.org 

Contact: Carmen Balentine, Membership & Volunteer 
Coordinator 

Visits: Self-guided tours of the exterior are available on 
website. If volunteers are available at Marlpit Hall (open 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday from 1 p.m. to 4 pm) they 

are happy to open the house. Visits at other times by 
appointment. 

ADA accessible: No 

Public Restroom: Yes 

Parking: Small lot on site 

Phone: 732-462-1466 


T. Thomas 
Fortune Cultural 
Center 

94 Drs. James Parker 
Blvd. 

Red Bank, NJ 07701 

















The T. Thomas Fortune Cultural Center is a National 
Historic Landmark and the former home of the Black 
journalist, newspaper publisher, and social justice 
crusader, T. Thomas Fortune, who was born into slavery 
in Marianna, Florida, in 1856. He called the home Maple 
Hall when he lived there with his family. The T. Thomas 
Fortune Room fuses Black History, social justice, art, and 
technology together to amplify the story of T. Thomas 
Fortune’s life, and the Black press. The Ida B. Wells Parlor 
Gallery showcases the Center’s current exhibit, “A Love 
Letter to Count Basie: From The Great Migration to The 
Harlem Renaissance.” The growing original art collection 
punctuates today’s zeitgeist while looking back at the past 
for thought provoking conversation. 


Located upstairs of the Second-Empire Victorian style 
home is the Carrie Smiley Fortune Research Library, that 
is home to a wide range of books that authenticate the 
Black Experience in America. Carrie, Fortune’s wife was 
an activist and a founding member of the National Urban 
League, along with other social and political organizations. 


Before the T. Thomas Fortune Foundation’s acquisition 

of the home, from building developer, Roger Mumford, 

of Mumford Homes, it was a dilapidated eyesore 

in the community. It was determined in a 2017 
dendrochronological study that the foundation of the home 
dates back to 1774, while other timber rendered dates 
were consistent with the mid-19th century. A 20th century 
addition was added by James Vaccarelli, in 1917, who 
bought the property shortly after the Fortune family moved 
from the home in 1911. 


The home features a French Mansard roof and was 
designated a National Historic Landmark in 1976, during 
the country’s Bicentennial. Fortune’s home is one of the 
most significant historic sites in the state, because of his 
contribution and personhood as a trailblazing figure, who 
demanded America live up to its principles of freedom, 
justice, and equality for all people. As editor of the New York 
Age newspaper, Fortune spoke truth to power for the social, 


political, and economic rights of Black people. 


Events: See website for calendar of events 
Organization: T. Thomas Fortune Foundation 
Website: www.tthomasfortuneculturalcenter.org 
Email: info@tthomasfortunefoundation.org 
Contact: Gilda Rogers 

Regular Hours: Saturday and Sunday — 1 to 5 p.m. 
ADA accessible: Yes 

Public Restroom: Yes (2) 

Parking: Lot space and street parking 

Phone: 732-383-5483 





Allen House 
Blue Ball Tavern 
400 Sycamore Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 





Allen House was initially built circa 1710 as a second 
residence for the Stillwell family of New York. Richard, a 
wealthy merchant, and his wife Mercy had eight children 
who were brought up primarily in Shrewsbury. By 1754, 
after Richard and Mercy had passed away, their heirs 

sold the property to Josiah Halstead who transformed the 
home into the Blue Ball Tavern, “the most noted tavern in 
Shrewsbury.” Taverns served as community centers in the 
18th century as much as places to drink and eat. The Vestry 
of Christ Church held meetings there as did the Shrewsbury 
Library Company and the Monmouth County Circuit Court. 


Located at Shrewsbury’s Historic Four Corners, the house 
is currently furnished to reflect its early use as a tavern. 
Allen House is on the New Jersey and National Registers of 
Historic Places. 


Events: Reading of the Declaration of Independence 10 
am on July 4; Tavernfest (fundraiser) October 15; Lantern 
Tours, the first Friday of December. See website for further 
information. 

Organization: Monmouth County Historical Association 
Website: www.monmouthhistory.org 

Email: info@monmouthhistory.org 

Contact: Carmen Balentine, Membership and Volunteer 
Coordinator 

Visits: Self-guided tours of the exterior are available using 
the website. See website for information regarding public 
tours of the interior and special programs. Other visits may 
be arranged by appointment 

ADA accessible: No 

Public Restroom: Yes 

Parking: Lot on site, overflow across Sycamore Street at 
Borough Hall 

Phone: 732-462-1466 


Shrewsbury - 
Friends Meeting ——— 
(Quakers) begged 
375 Sycamore Ave. 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 
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Friends have met in Shrewsbury since 1665 when a 

group from Rhode Island and Long Island established the 
Shrewsbury settlement. Shrewsbury Meeting was New 
Jersey’s first Friends Meeting and is the state’s oldest rural 
religious congregation. The first meetinghouse, built in 1672 
in today’s Little Silver, was visited then by Quaker founder 
George Fox. 


Two meetinghouses have stood on this property, purchased 
from John Lippincott in 1689. The earlier one was destroyed 
by fire; this was built 1816 of wood timber construction with 
its walls filled by salvaged brick from the predecessor. The 
meetinghouse is two-cell form which affords women and 
men equal space for meetings and business. Movable wall 
panels, which separate the two, were closed for business 
and opened for worship and other functions. This classic 
Quaker design was established 1768 at Buckingham 
Meetinghouse, Bucks County, PA. 


In 1940, the Historic American Building Survey studied 
and sketched the little-changed structure. After extensive 
fire damage to the east room in 1968, it was remodeled 
to provide a fellowship hall, kitchen and restrooms. The 
westroom, which is now used for worship, has remained 
unchanged since it was built. 


Mailing Address: PO Box 92, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 
Contact: Alan Brenner, alanbbr@me.com 

Sunday Morning: Friendly Discussion 9:15 a.m.; Worship 
10:30 a.m. 

Events: Pot-luck: 4th Sunday, Noon; Four Corners Lantern 
Tour: 1st Friday of December 

Website: www.shrewsburyquakers.org 

ADA accessible: Wheelchair ramp at rear 

Public Restroom: Yes 

Parking: Lot in rear or on Sycamore Ave as permitted 
Phone: 732-741-4138 





Christ Church 
380 Sycamore Ave. 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 





Christ Church, the Episcopal Parish in Shrewsbury, first 
held services in 1702, received a charter from King George 
Il of England in 1738 (on display in the church), and 
remains an active congregation. 


The present church was built in 1769 to replace a smaller 
1730s brick structure. Historic items regularly on public 
view include the “Vinegar” Bible printed in England in 1717; 
a communion service donated by Queen Anne in the 18th 
century; a set of 1867 Gothic revival stained glass windows; 
the 1874 Odell tracker organ still played for services 

every Sunday; the steeple bell cast in France in the 18th 
century that tolls the hour (manually wound weekly), and 
the church’s original canopy pews. The property on which 
the church is situated was acquired in 1706 and has been 
used as a graveyard ever since. The earliest gravestone 

is dated 1719 and nestles against the northwest corner 

of the church. Guided tours of the church and its historic 
graveyard can be arranged upon request; self-guided tour 
booklets of the church and graveyard are also available. 


Major Events: Christ Church History Days are held during 
A Weekend in Old Monmouth displaying rare documents, 
artwork, and artifacts in the 1769 church; on Memorial Day 
Sunday (May 29), costumed parishioners proclaim the 
names of veterans buried in the graveyard; a service on 
the Sunday preceding Independence Day (July 3) includes 
portrayals of individuals interred in the graveyard. 


First Friday in December marks the Lantern Tour, is a 
collaborative effort among Shrewsbury’s Four Corners 
historic sites. Costumed actors tell the church’s history by 
lantern light. 


Website: www.christchurchshrewsbury.org 

Email: christchurchshrewsbury@verizon.net 

ADA accessible: Ramps to church, parish house restroom 
Public Restroom: Yes 

Parking: Access parking lot via driveway on Route 35 north 
just south of Sycamore Ave. or a driveway on Sycamore 
Ave. east of Route 35 

Phone: 732-741-2220 


PURPLE TOUR BEGINS 


Keyport Historical Society - 34 Main Street, Keyport NJ 

Leaving GSP Exit 117, take Hwy. 36 East to Main St. via right turn at 
Broad St. and right turn at jug handle onto Main St. Follow Main St. 
about 1 mile to Historical Society on left. If going west on Hwy. 36, turn 
right onto Main St. 

Keyport Fire Museum - 86 Broad Street, Keyport, NJ 

Leaving Historical Society continue on Main St. to W. Front St., turn 
right one block to right on Broad St. to Fire Museum on right. 
Burrowes Mansion Museum - 94 Main Street, Matawan, NJ 

Leaving Fire Museum, proceed .5 mile south on Broad St. to Maple 

PI., which is also CR 516, turn right. Follow course of CR 516 which 
includes short segments on West 4th St. (after .5 mile) and Broadway. 
Turn right on Maple PI., which turns into Main St.; go to 1.2 mile to 94 
Main St, Matawan. 

Longstreet Farm (Historic) - 44 Longstreet Road, Holmdel, NJ 
Proceed south (right with the Burrowes Mansion to your back) to Rt. 
34, turn left, proceed south 3.8 mile to Roberts Rd. Turn left on Roberts 
Rd.; proceed 0.9 mile to Longstreet Rd., turn left. Farm entrance ahead 
on left. 

Holmes-Hendrickson House - 62 Longstreet & Roberts Roads, 
Holmdel, NJ 

Turn left on leaving the farm. The house is a short distance ahead on 
the left. 

Dr. Robert W. Cooke’s Medical Office - 67 McCampbell Road, 
Holmdel, NJ 

Left from lot .4 mile to light at Crawfords Corner-Everett Rd.; turn right 
follow Crawfords Corner Rd. 1.6 mile to Middletown Rd., follow 1.8 mile 
to McCampbell Rd., turn left to Village School parking lot, Dr. Cooke’s 
Medical Office is adjacent to the parking lot. 

Joseph Murray Farmhouse at Poricy Park - 345 Oak Hill Road, 
Middletown, NJ 

Right from lot to stop sign at Crawfords Corner-Everett Rd. Turn right, 
go .2 mile to West Front St., turn left; go 1.1 mile to light at Middletown- 
Lincroft Rd., turn left; go to 2.1 mile to light at Oak Hill Rd. to Poricy 
Park, turn right; through parking lot to unpaved driveway downhill to 
house; park around circle. 

Old First Church (Middletown Baptist) - 69 Kings Highway, 
Middletown, NJ 

Turn left out of the driveway back to Oak Hill Rd; turn left and go .8 
Turn left out of the driveway back to Oak Hill Rd; turn left and go .8 
mile to second light, turn right on Middletown-Lincroft Rd, go 1.5 mile to 
stop sign; turn right on Kings Highway, go 0.1 mile to church lot on left. 
Marlpit Hall & Taylor-Butler House - 137 & 127 Kings Highway, 
Middletown, NJ 

Turn right on Kings Highway, go 0.5 mile to lot of Village School 
adjacent to Marlpit Hall & Taylor-Butler House. 

Seabrook-Wilson House - 719 Port Monmouth Road, 

Middletown, NJ 

Turn right on Kings Hwy. becomes Harmony Rd. after 1 mile; cross 
Hwy. 35. Go another .8 mile to light at Cherry Tree Farm Rd., turn right; 
go .7 mile to light at Wilson Ave., turn left on Wilson, go 2 mile to end at 
Port Monmouth Rd., turn left, lot is on right. 

Strauss Mansion Museum - 27 Prospect Circle, 

Atlantic Highlands, NJ 

Return to Wilson Ave., go 1.1 mile to light at Hwy. 36, turn left. Go 
about 3.6 mile to jug-handle at First Ave. for left turn. Cross Hwy.36, 
go .3 mile to E. Mount Ave., turn right. Go .3 mile to top of hill; mansion 
is on the right. 

All Saints Memorial Church - 202 Navesink Avenue, Navesink 
Section, Middletown NJ 

Return to E. Mount Ave., go .3 mile to First Ave., turn left; go .3 mile 

to Hwy. 36, turn left. Go .6 mile, bear right at Valley Drive (before 
shopping center); go .6 mile to intersection with Monmouth Ave., stay 
straight briefly to Navesink Ave. on left. Church lot is on the left. 


Twin Lights Museum - Light House Road, Middletown, NJ 

Proceed northeast on Navesink Ave. 1.0 mile to Hwy. 36, turn right 

for 1.0 mile to Miller St., turn right, then next left onto Highland Ave., 
proceed .3 mile to right onto Light House Rd. to Twin Lights at top 

of hill. To continue to Blue Tour, return to Highland Ave., turn right .1 
mile to Portland Ave, turn left, then bear right onto Hwy. 36 South 
(Navesink Ave.). Proceed 2.4 mile on Ocean Ave.(Seabright) to right 
onto Shrewsbury Bridge , then proceed on Rumson Ave. approximately 
.5 mile to Tennis Court Lane on right. 

Battery Lewis — Hartshorne Woods Park, Rocky Point 

Return to Highland Ave., turn right and proceed to intersection with 
Portland Ave., turn right and follow Portland Ave. .6 mile to Hartshorne 
Park parking lot at top of hill, follow signage to Battery Lewis. To 
continue to the Blue Tour, return to intersection of Portand Ave. and 
Highland Ave., continue on Portland Ave. to merge onto Hwy. 36 South 
(Navesink Ave.). Proceed 2.4 mile on Ocean Ave. (Seabright) to right 
onto Shrewsbury Bridge, then proceed on Rumson Ave. and turn right 
on Ward Ave. and follow till end and turn left on Hartshorne Lane which 
becomes Ridge Rad., turn right onto Brigham Ave. to end. 


PURPLE TOUR ENDS 


OOO O 


BLUE TOUR BEGINS 


First Presbyterian Church - 4 East River Road, Rumson, NJ 

The tour begins in Rumson at the First Presbyterian Church at 4 East 
River Road, which can be reached from GSP Exit 109 by following 
signs or from north via Highway 36 South. From the west, River Rd. 
can be accessed from downtown Red Bank from Hwy. 35. 


Parker Homestead - 235 Rumson Road, Little Silver, NJ 

Right from N. Park Ave. onto E. River Rd., turn left at traffic light onto 
Bingham Ave. Go 1 mile to Rumson Rd. (CR 520) turn right, go 4 miles 
to Parker Homestead driveway on right, before Harrison Ave. 


Red Bank Woman’s Club - 164 Broad Street, Red Bank 

Return to Rumson Rd. from Harrison Ave., turn right and proceed .6 
mile to Harding Rd. (Hwy. 34), turn left and proceed .8 mile to Broad 
St., turn left, Woman’s Club is on right of street with parking lots behind 
site. 


T. Thomas Fortune Cultural Center — 94 Dr. James Parker Blvd., 
Red Bank NJ 

From Red Bank Woman’s Club rear parking lot, head north and turn 
right onto Reckless Place to Broad St. (Rt.35), turn right and proceed 
.2 mile to Irving Place, turn left onto Maple Ave. Proceed .1 mile and 
turn right onto Dr. James Parker Blvd., destination .2 mile on right. 


Allen House - 400 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 

Leaving the Cultural Center continue west on Dr. James Parker Blvd. 
one block to left onto Bridge St. proceed .2 mile to Newman Springs 
Rd. (CR520), turn left and proceed .5 mile to Broad St. (Hwy.35), turn 
right and proceed .7 mile to intersection with Sycamore Ave. Go to lot 
on any four (Sites 20 & 23 turn right on Sycamore Ave. from Hwy.35 — 
Sites 21 & 23 turn left from Hwy.35). 


Friends Meeting House (Quakers) - 375 Sycamore Avenue, 
Shrewsbury, NJ 


Christ Church - 380 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 


Shrewsbury Historical Museum Municipal Complex - 419 
Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 


Crawford House - 750 Tinton Avenue, Tinton Falls, NJ 

From Shrewsbury Historic Four Corners, proceed southwest on 
Sycamore Ave. approximately 2.5 mile to Tinton Ave., turn right onto 
Tinton Ave. (Rt. 537 W) and proceed .4 mile to Luther Memorial 
Church, turn left into parking lot for U-turn to return to Crawford House, 
which will be approximately .3 mile on right. 


Eatontown Historical Museum Read House - 75 Broad Street, 
Eatontown, NJ 

From Crawford House, turn right and continue on Tinton Ave. (Rt. 
537 E) using two left lanes to turn left and continue on Tinton Ave. 
approximately 2.4 mi. to Maxwell Ave., turn right and follow around 
bend where Maxwell Ave. becomes Lewis St., follow to right turn to 
access Hwy. 71 (Broad St.) and cross Hwy. 35. House museum is on 
left next to St. James Church. 


Township of Ocean Historical Museum - Eden Woolley House, 
703 Deal Road, Ocean, NJ 

Go east on Hwy. 71 (Broad St.), bear right at 1 mile onto Monmouth 
Rd. to stay on Hwy.71; cross Hwy.36 at 1.8 mile; bear right at 2.8 miles 
to continue on Monmouth Rd. at intersection with Cedar Ave.; at 3 
miles, turn right onto Deal Rd., go 1.1 mile to Museum entrance on 
right. To continue to Green Tour, exist parking lot turning right on Deal 
Rd., then take first left turn, Logan Rd. and follow approximately 1.0 
mile to Grassmere Rd., turn left and proceed 1.2 mile to traffic circle, 
continue on Main St south (Hwy.71) .5 mile to Fourth Ave, turn left and 
proceed 2 blocks , Crane House is just past Emory St. on right 


BLUE TOUR ENDS 
GREEN TOUR BEGINS 


Stephen Crane House - 508 Fourth Avenue, Asbury Park, NJ 

The Green Tour begins in Asbury Park, which is accessible from Hwy. 
35 via Asbury Ave., proceed 1.3 mile to Main St. (Hwy. 71) turn left and 
follow to Fourth Ave., turn right and proceed 2 blocks, Crane House is 
just past Emory St. on right. 

Great Auditorium - 21 Pilgrim Pathway, Neptune, NJ 

From Crane House, return to Main St. (Hwy 71), turn left and proceed 
-8 mile to Ocean Grove entrance on left ,proceed .4 mile on Main Ave. 
to Central Ave., turn left for .3 mile to Surf Ave., then left onto Pilgrim 
Pathway to find street parking. The Great Auditorium is plainly visible 
from most streets. 
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GREEN TOUR CONTINUED 


Ocean Grove Historical Museum - 50 Pitman avenue, Neptune, NJ 
The Ocean Grove Museum is one block to the south of the Auditorium 
on Pitman Ave. Centennial Cottage is a half-block to the east and one 
block to the north of the Museum. 


Spring Lake Historical Society - 423 Warren Ave., 2nd Floor Spring 
Lake, NJ 

Return to Main St. (Hwy.71) and turn left, proceed south .2 mile and 
bear right onto Corlies Ave. (Hwy. 33) briefly, then left onto Memorial 
Dr., follow 1.2 mile to merge with Hwy. 35 South, follow 2.5 mile to 
Warren Ave., turn left onto Warren Ave., 3 blocks to 5th Ave. intersec- 
tion, turn right to parking lot on left behind Municipal Building. Museum 
is inside Municipal Building. 

National Guard Militia Museum - Sea Girt Avenue & Camp Drive, 
Sea Girt, NJ 

Existing Spring Lake Municipal Building parking lot, turn right onto 5th 
Ave., then left onto Warren Ave. to Main St. (Hwy.71) and turn left, 
follow 1.5 mile to left onto Sea Girt Ave. into Sea Girt. Cross railroad 
bear right after tracks to gate of the National Guard Camp (Driver show 
photo ID to gatekeeper). 


Squan Village Historical Society — 105 South St., Manasquan NJ 
Leave National Guard Camp and return to Hwy.71 South (7th Ave.) 
turn left and proceed .7 mile to Main St., turn right and proceed .2 mile 
to South St., turn left the Bailey-Reed House will be on the right. 


Old Wall Historical Society - 1701 New Bedford Road, Wall, NJ 
Leaving Squan Village Historical Society return to Main St. and turn 
left, proceed .3 mile to intersection with Atlantic Ave. (CR524), turn left 
and proceed .4 mile to traffic circle, take 2nd exit and proceed north on 
Rt.35 1.3 mile to Allaire Rd., turn left and proceed .2 mile to right onto 
New Bedford Rd., follow 1.8 mile to Allgor/Barcalow Homestead on left. 


InfoAge Science Center - 2201 Marconi Road, Wall, NJ 

From Old Wall Historical Society turn left onto New Bedford Rd. and 
bear right to take left-hand turn onto Belmar Blvd. proceed .3 mile to 
Monmouth Blvd., turn right and proceed .7 mile to Marconi Rd., turn 
right and follow to Camp Evans on right. 


Allaire Historic Village - 4263 Atlantic Avenue, Farmingdale, NJ 
From InfoAge Science Center return to Monmouth Blvd. from Marconi 
Rd. and proceed .7 mile to Belmar Blvd., turn left and follow .3 mile 

to slight right onto New Bedford Rd., proceed .3 mile to slight right 

onto Rt.138W and follow 2.2 mile to exit 35A to merge onto Rt.34S, 
proceed .4 mile to right onto W.18th Ave., follow 1.3 mile to Atlantic 
Ave. (CR524) turn right and follow .7 mile to Allaire State Park entrance 
on left. 


To continue to Orange, leaving Allaire State Park turn left onto 

Atlantic Ave. (CR525) and proceed 1.2 mile and turn left onto Lake- 
wood-Farmingdale Rd. for .4 mile to right lane to take I-195W to Exit 8 
bear left and proceed on CR539S to Allentown, approximately 1 mile. 
Continue to left turn onto High St., after bridge over millpond. Allentown 
Presbyterian Church will be on left. 


GREEN TOUR ENDS ORANGE TOUR BEGINS 


Allentown Presbyterian Church — 20 High St., Allentown NJ 

If entering from the west follow I-195 East to Exit 8 and proceed south 
(right) onto Main St. to Allentown. After crossing bridge at millpond, turn 
left on CR539S (High St). to Church and Cemetery on left. If approach- 
ing from the east on I-195 West, exit at Exit 11, turn left on CR539S, 
cross highway, and proceed as above across millpond to High St. 


Walnford (Historic) - 62 Walnford Road, Upper Freehold, NJ 

If entering Monmouth County from the west on the NJ Turnpike, Exit 
TA for I-195 East to Exit 8 to proceed south (right) on Main St. to 
Allentown. After crossing bridge at mill, turn left on CR539 (High St). 
At Cream Ridge Winery, turn right on Holmes Mill Rd., then right onto 
Walnford Rd., which leads to park entrance. If approaching west on 
other highways, follow signs to Allentown, seek CR539 off Main St., 
follow as above. If approaching from the east on I-195, after exiting at 
Exit 11, turn left on CR43, cross highway, proceed about 0.7 mile to 
stop sign. Turn right on CR526, proceed to first light, Sharon Station 
Rd. turn left, proceed about 2 miles. Turn right on CR539 North, 
proceed a short distance, turn left on Holmes Mill Rd. Take first right 
on Walnford Rd. Follow to park. 


Old Yellow Meeting House — 70 Meeting House Road 

Leaving Walnford parking lot, turn left on Walnford Rd. to right onto 
Holmes Mill Rd., follow 1 mile to left onto Burlington Path Rd. (CR27). 
Continue 4 miles to left turn onto Red Valley Rd., cross CR526 (carefully) 
and continue .5 mile to OYMH cemetery driveway on left. 

Roosevelt Borough (Jersey Homesteads) Historic District - 

2 A School Lane, Roosevelt, NJ 

Leaving Old Yellow Meeting House turn left onto Old Yellow Meeting 
House Rd. follow 1.5 mile to left onto Red Valley Rd. extension, follow 

1 mile turn left and merge onto CR524/Stagecoach Rd., follow .6 mile 
around bend to quick right onto Rising Sun Tavern Rd. (CR571); go 2.3 
miles, turn right on S. Rochdale Ave., go .5 mile, take 1st left to Pine Dr., 
then first left on School Lane to school parking lot. 

Baird House - 24 Baird Road, Millstone Twp., NJ 

Return to Rochdale Ave., turn left to Perrineville Rd. approximately 1 
mile, turn right and proceed 4.5 miles on Perrineville/Baird Rd. to Baird 
House driveway on left. 

Village Inn - 2 Water Street, Englishtown, NJ 

Leaving Baird House, turn left onto Baird Rd. to Smithburg Rd. 
(CR527A), turn left and proceed across Rt.33 to Iron Ore Rd. Turn right 
at the stop sign to stay on Iron Ore Rd./ CR 527A. Continue on Iron 

Ore Rd/CR 527A until you reach downtown Englishtown. Village Inn at 
intersection with Water St. 

Old Tennent Church - 450 Tennent Road, Manalapan, NJ 

If on Water St., turn right on Main, take left at light to CR522 (Freehold- 
Tennent Rd.); go 1.8 miles to light, turn left on CR3 (Tennent Rd.). 
Church is ahead on right. 

Craig House - Monmouth Battlefield, - Route 9 at Schibanoff Lane, 
Freehold Township, NJ 

Turn right from Church, proceed to light, turn right onto Craig Road 1.8 
mile to Rt. 9 South, turn right .8 mile to Schibanoff Lane exit, turn right. 
Craig House is at end of road. 

Oakley Farm - 189B Oakley Drive, Freehold, NJ 

Before visiting Oakley Farm, you have the option to stop at the Battle 

of Monmouth’s Visitor Center. For Oakley Farm and the Visitor Center, 
return to Rt. 9 South for approximately 1 mile. Turn right to NJ-33 
Business West. Continue for 1.5 mile until the entrance of the State 
Park. Turn right for the Visitor Center. If you would like to skip the 

Visitor Center and go directly to Oakley Farm, when you are on NJ-33 
Businesses West, turn left at Wemrock Rd.; go .6 mile to Oakley Rd, turn 
left. Farm is on the corner. 

Jewish Heritage Museum - 310 Mounts Corner Drive, Freehold, NJ 
Turn left at light to continue south on Wemrock Road, Museum driveway 
is .4 mile on right in the shopping center, behind Top Tomato 
Flower Shop. 

Covenhoven House - 150 West Main Street, Freehold, NJ 

Continue south on Wemrock Rad., turn left at light to CR537 (becomes W. 
Main). Covenhoven is 1.1 mile on right just beyond Rt. 9 exit; or proceed 
to church lot 2 blocks to the east at light. 


St. Peter’s Church — 33 Throckmorton St., Freehold NJ 

From Covenhoven, turn right and continue .8 mile on W. Main St. 
(CR537) to left onto Throckmorton St., Church will be on immediately on 
right. Proceed one block to right turn onto Broad St. where parking lot 
can be accessed on right side. 

Monmouth County Historical Assoc. - 70 Court St., Freehold, NJ 
From Covenhoven House, turn right and continue (.8 mile) on W. Main 
St. to left onto Throckmorton St. (.8 mile) to right onto Haley St., follow to 
right onto Court St. Museum in on right side of street, where parking is 
allowed. 

Montrose School House - 13 Cedar Drive, Colts Neck, NJ 

From M.C.H.A. Museum, continue on Court St. to sharp left on 
Monument St. to right on Schanck St., then right on Morris St., bear left 
at point to Spring St. light. Turn left, but stay right onto CR 537 East. 
Continue 3.5 miles to Montrose Rd. on left; continue to Cedar Dr. at end 
of road. Parking is available on Holland Lane, on left of Montrose Rd. 
before Cedar Drive. 

Old Brick Reformed Church — 490 Route 520, Marlboro NJ 

From intersection of Montrose Rd. and Cedar Dr. continue .1 mile west 
on Cedar Dr., cross Dutch Neck Rd. and take slight right onto Boundary 
Rd., follow 2.7 mile to left onto Newman Springs Rd. (CR520) follow .9 
mile to Church and Cemetery on right. Parking lot can be accessed from 
Marlboro State Hospital Rd. along right side of Cemetery. 


ORANGE TOUR ENDS 


Historic Walnford 


62 Walnford Rd. 
Cream Ridge, NJ 
08514 


At the heart of Crosswicks Creek Park, Walnford 
showcases over 200 years of social, technological, 

and environmental history through exhibits, events, 
demonstrations, and reserved programs. The village began 
in 1734 with a gristmill. By 1772, the village had grown to 
include, in addition to the gristmill, a sawmill, fulling mill, 
blacksmith and cooper’s shops, a smokehouse, a farm, a 
two-family home and many other structures. Richard Waln, 
a prosperous merchant trader and practicing Quaker from 
Philadelphia, purchased the property in 1772 and named it 
Walnford. Construction of anew home began in 1773 and 
was completed in 1774, when Richard moved in with his 
wife and children. The property remained in the Waln family 
until its sale to Edward and Joanne Mullen in 1973. The 
Mullen family resided at Walnford for several years before 
donating Walnford to the Monmouth County Park System 
in 1985. Although some of the historical buildings have 
been lost, many remain, including a 19th century Carriage 
House & Stable, the 18th century Waln House, several 
outbuildings, and Waln’s Mill - a gristmill constructed in 
1872 after the destruction by fire of its predecessor. 


The gristmill has been restored to an operable state, 
grinding corn into meal on weekend afternoons at 12:30, 
1:30, 2:30 and 3:30pm from April — November. The 
buildings are open daily from 9:00am — 4:00pm year-round. 
Call for details regarding reserved programs and upcoming 
events! 


Website: www.monmouthcountyparks.com 

Email: julie.fenton@co.monmouth.nj.us 

Contact: Julie Fenton, Historic Walnford Supervisor 
Organization: Monmouth County Park System 
Events: Walnford Day, May 15 (11 am—5 pm) & Antique 
Auto Display, June 25 (10 am-3 pm) 

Regular Hours: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Year Round 

ADA accessible: Yes. House and lowest level of Grist Mill. 
Public Restroom: Yes 

Parking: Lot on site 

Phone: 609-259-6275 





Old Yellow 


Meeting House 
70-72 Yellow Meeting 
House Road. 

Upper Freehold Twp., 
NJ 08514 





Tradition states that Baptist worship began on this site 
c.1720 while this church was built c.1737 making it the 
oldest house of worship structure in New Jersey, and one of 
the oldest in the country. 


At one time, three nearby Baptist churches were outgrowths 
of this Congregation, which relocated to Imlaystown in 
1855 when this edifice fell into disuse. The cemetery, which 
remained active, is an often-cited historical part of Upper 
Freehold Township’s history and merits a visit in its own 
right. The deteriorated building was rescued by the Friends 
of the Old Yellow Meeting House, a nonprofit corporation 
organized for that purpose in 1975, the same year listing 
on the National Register of Historic Place was secured. 
The results of their project have preserved an interior that 
showcases the simplicity of early houses of worship. The 
adjacent former parsonage is not open to the public. While 
visiting, walk around the cemetery for a fine insight into old 
funerary practice. 


Website: www.oymh.org 

Email: info@oymh.org 

Organization: Friends of OYMH, PO Box 23, Cream Ridge 
NJ 08514 

Contact: Wayne Ervin, President 

Events: Annual Meeting/Program - Sunday, September 25 
at 2 p.m. 

Regular Public Hours: Grounds only — Dawn to Dusk 
ADA accessible: No 

Public Restroom: Portable on-site 

Parking: On site 

Phone: 732-770-7399 (cell) 
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Historical development factors which have had a major influence on the land use, 
economy, and the built environment of the county are abstracted below. The following themes 
reappear in several contexts throughout the report: Culture Groups; Agriculture; Maritime/ 
Riverine Lifeways; Resorts and Mass Tourism; and Suburbanization. 








CULTURE GROUPS 


New Jersey had the most heterogeneous population of all the original thirteen 
colonies. Monmouth County has been characterized by comparable cultural diversity since 
the time of initial European settlement in the late 17th century, and its cultural landscape 
has been shaped by the many different peoples who have settled here. The original Native 
American population left a strong mark on the historical landscape by the locations of 
transportation routes and settlements, which the initial European settlers tended to follow, 
as well as the Native American names given to the area’s natural features (such as the 
Navesink River) and new settlements (such as Matawan). 


Monmouth County’s European population of the late 17th and 18th centuries included 
five main settlement groups; periods of settlement and locational patterns for each are 
discussed in the various regional narratives. These included: (1) New Englanders, mainly 
Baptists and Quakers of English extraction, who migrated to Monmouth County via Long 
Island; (2) Scottish Presbyterians; (3) Dutch settlers, who also came to Monmouth County 
mainly from Long Island; (4) English Quakers, who settled in Monmouth County from the Lower 
Delaware Valley; and (5) Africans, who first arrive as enslaved persons during the late 17th 


century. From an early date in Monmouth County, there was a strong association between the 





Holmes Hendrickson House, Holmdel Township, 1939. MCHSI 1318 27. Historic American Buildings Survey. 





Dutch agricultural settlers and African slave labor. By 1745 Africans, both enslaved and free, 


comprised about ten per cent of the county’s estimated population. 


During the early to mid 19th century, the largest new immigrant groups in Monmouth 
County included the Irish and Germans (including German Jews) who arrived in a large wave 
of immigration to the country during that time. After the Civil War, the county’s population 
tended to reflect immigration and migration patterns of the northeastern United States 
as a whole. New immigrants from southern and eastern Europe settled in Monmouth 
County, further diversifying the county’s population, as did people from metropolitan New 
York and northern New Jersey who relocated to Monmouth County in sizable numbers. 
African Americans from the South moved to the area as part of what is known as the “Great 
Migration” of African Americans northward beginning in the early 20th century. Examination 
of census data and other records is necessary in order to adequately profile the composition 
and distribution of the county’s historical population patterns. Specific historic sites relating 
to these various culture groups are included among the inventoried sites, and highlighted in 


the regional narratives as well as the summaries of structure types. 
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Wolverton Atlas of Monmouth County, 1889. 


REGION JT 
Aberdeen Township Keansburg Borough 
Atlantic Highlands Borough Keyport Borough 
Hazlet Township Matawan Borough 
Highlands Borough Middletown Township 
Holmdel Township Union Beach Borough 


Region I comprises the land area originally encompassed by Middletown 
Township, one of the three original townships of Monmouth County. 
This region, more than any of the others, reflects the diverse settle- 
ment pattern that characterizes the development of the county as a 
whole. The region was settled initially by three major culture groups 
(English/New Englander, Scottish, and Dutch); it encompasses rural, 
suburban and urban areas; and its heterogeneous economy was shaped by 
agriculture, industry, fishing, trade, defense and tourism. The 
existing built environment of the region retains significant elements 
which relate to these settlement groups and developmental forces. 


EARLY SETTLEMENT 


Middletown's close proximity to New York and Long Island, as well as 
the high soil quality and easy accessibility of its inland areas, led 
to its settlement and development at a very early date. Initial Euro- 
pean settlement in Monmouth County began in Middletown in 1664; the 
village of Middletown was one of the original seven towns of New Jer- 
sey. By 1680 the population of Middletown was about five hundred.The 
geographical prominence of Sandy Hook and the Navesink Highlands gave 
the region strategic and navigational importance because of its posi- 
tion at the approach to the New York Harbor. 


The earliest European settlers in the region were New Englanders from 
Massachusetts Bay Colony and Rhode Island who had been living in Long 


Island. They established Middletown as a result of the Navesink 
Patent of 1665. Among the original patentees (most of whom settled in 
Middletown) were John Bowne, John Tilton Jr., Richard Stout, William 


Goulding, Samuel Spicer, James Grover, Richard Gibbons, Nathaniel 
Sylvester, William Reape, Walter Clark, Nicholas Davis, and Obadiah 
Holmes. Also among the first settlers were Richard Hartshorne 
(1331-37 and 1331-3-9), James Hubbard, and John and Job Throckmorton. 
Many of these surnames remained prominent in the county's history 
through the next several centuries. This group of original settlers, 
which included both Baptists and Quakers, came to be primarily Bap- 
tists and Anglicans (Episcopalians) in the 18th century. Their origi- 
nal congregations are The First Baptist Church of Middletown 
(1331-3-11) and Christ Episcopal Church (1331-3-13). Quaker settle- 
ment concentrated in the Shrewsbury area (see Region II) 





The Scots were the second major group to settle in Region I. They 
came from the Perth Amboy area, the center of Scottish settlement in 
New Jersey, during the 1680's and 1690's and concentrated in what is 
now Matawan and Aberdeen. They called the area New Aberdeen, and by 
the early 1690's a nucleated settlement had been established south of 
what is now Matawan. It was located at the head of navigation of 
Matawan Creek and came to be known as Mount Pleasant, later called 
Freneau. Settlement soon expanded to the north along the creek, 
forming the commercial village of Middletown Point (the name was 
changed to Matawan in the 1860's). Although there were a substantial 
number of Quakers among this group, the Monmouth County Scots were 
soon generally associated with Presbyterianism. 


The third major culture group to settle in the region were the Dutch 


from Long Island. They first arrived in the county and region in the 
1690's, settling primarily in the area known as Pleasant Valley. (See 
also Region V.) The Dutch settled in a pattern of dispersed 


farmsteads during the 18th century, without any real village center. 
Daniel Hendrickson and Johannes Luyster, who set up farms in the area 
which came to be known as Holland near Middletown village during the 
early 1690's (see 1331-2, 1318-8), were among the earliest of the 
Dutch to settle in the county and the region, as were the Schencks 
(1318-17, 45, 48), the Van Couwenhovens (1318-44) and the Smocks (1318- 
25, 26, 47) who initially settled in what is now Holmdel Township. Most 
of th Dutch belonged to the Reformed Church; the first Dutch Reformed 
Church in Region I was built in 1719, the predecessor of the church 
still standing in Holmdel village (1318-1-2). 


Middletown (1331-3) and Middletown Point (now Matawan,1329-1) were the 


two major villages in Region I during the 18th century. Middletown 
was planned and laid out in the New England manner, which fostered 
clustered settlement. This concentration of population led to its 


importance as a center of commerce, trade, and civic affairs. Middle- 
town Point, by contrast, developed as a result of advantages due to 
its geographic location, a pattern which typified subsequent town for- 
mation in the region and county. By virtue of its location several 
miles inland at the head of navigation of Matawan Creek, it was the 
most convenient point to bring agricultural produce from the inland 
areas of Region I and Region V. Several fortunes were made in this 
trade by residents of Middletown Point. The wealth of John "Corn 
King" Burrowes came from his ownership of several mills and store- 
houses; his large Georgian residence stands on Main Street (1329-113). 
In addition to the commercial activity generated by the New York 
trade, several small-scale industries operated, including a tannery 
(1329-14), a potash factory, and several mills, none of which have 
survived to the present. Due to its role as the primary commercial 
center for Region I, Middletown Point came to be populated by all of 
the major groups of the region, with English and Dutch joining the 
original Scots. 


Several small nucleated settlements also appeared in the region during 
the 18th century. These developed around community focal points such 
as grist mills, taverns, landings, and sometimes churches or meeting- 





houses. Mount Pleasant, south of Middletown Point, had a mill and 
tavern; Sandy New (Leedsville, later Lincroft) developed around a 
tavern at the junction of two major roads; the Dutch community of 
Holland (1331-2) grew around the mill on Mahoras Brook; and Dorsettown 
formed similiarly around a mill on Waacaak Creek, near the route of 
present day Highway 35. Landings included Browns Point (in Keyport), 
Shoal Harbor (1331-6), and Portland Point on the Navesink River. Bap- 
tisttown, later known as Holmdel (1318-1), grew around a crossroads 
and a Baptist meetinghouse, and was near Van Mater's Mill. These com- 
munities were linked by a system of roads. The major east-west route 
linked Mount Pleasant with Middletown Village and the Locust Point/ 
Portland Point area along the Navesink. It is followed at present by 
Mill Road in Matawan, Van Brackle Road, Holmdel Road, Crawford's Cor- 
ner's Road, Holland Road, Kings Highway and Monmouth Avenue in Middle- 
town. From this main road, several different routes led north to the 
bayshore landings of Middletown Point, Browns Point, Shoal Harbor and 
Point Comfort, and south to the settlements of Freehold, Baptisttown 
(Holmdel), Leedsville (Lincroft) and Tinton Falls, and to the landing 
at what is now Red Bank. Finally, the geographical prominence of 
Sandy Hook led to Region I's development as part of the system of 
navigational aids and security at the entrance to New York Harbor. As 
early as 1680, proposals were made for the construction of a fort on 
the Hook, and the lighthouse now standing at its northern end was 
first erected in 1747. (See Transportation Structures.) 


Between the villages were dispersed independent farmsteads, which 
engaged in general purpose agriculture. Only two sections of the 
region remained generally undeveloped. Along- the bayshore the exten- 
Sive salt marshes limited settlement, and were primarily used for the 
harvesting of salt hay. The Navesink Highlands, at the eastern end of 
the region were the other area with limited population in the 18th 
century; much of the land belonged to the family and descendants of 
early settler Richard Hartshorne (see 1331-37). 
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Portland Place, on the Navesink River; home of the Hartshorne family 
since the late 17th century. (MCHSI 1331-37) 








REGION I 
Eatontown-Borough Rumson Borough 
Fair Haven Borough Sea Bright Borough 
Little Silver Borough Shrewsbury Borough 
Long Branch City Shrewsbury Township 
Monmouth Beach Borough Tinton Falls Borough 
Oceanport Borough (north half) 
Red Bank Borough West Long Branch Borough 


The land area of Region II, which now is divided into thirteen munici- 
palities, was once entirely part of Shrewsbury Township, one of the 


three original townships established in Monmouth County in 1693. To- 
day Region II is heavily suburbanized, and includes two major urban 
centers (Red Bank and Long Branch). However, its historical develop- 


ment is remarkably varied; some of the county's earliest settlements, 
an active maritime economy, agriculture, 19th century seashore resorts 
and country estates, formative industries, and a large military base 
have all shaped the historic landscape of Region II. 


EARLY SETTLEMENT 


Although all of Monmouth's major early culture groups (see Region I) 
settled in Region II, the English/New Englanders came first and were 
by far the most numerous and influential. Initial European settlement 
in Region II was made by New Englanders--chiefly from Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts--who established Shrewsbury as one of the original two 
settlements of Monmouth County (Middletown was the other) under the 
provisions of the Navesink Patent granted in 1665. The village of 
Shrewsbury (see Shrewsbury Historic District, 1345-1), the nucleus of 
the Shrewsbury settlement, was founded at the crossroads of a major 
east-west Indian route (the Burlington Path, now Sycamore Avenue) and 


a north-south path (now Broad Street). While Middletown was the pri- 
mary locus of New England Baptists in Monmouth County, the Quakers 
concentrated in Shrewsbury. The Quakers formed the first Friends 


Meeting in New Jersey at Shrewsbury about 1672 (1345-1-7), and the 
Presbyterians in the area had an ordained minister by 1705 (1345-1-9). 
The Episcopalians organized in 1702 under George Keith, a former 
Quaker who converted a number of Shrewsbury Friends to the established 
church (1345-1-1). 


The Navesink Patent promoted nucleated settlement in the New England 
manner, but it is evident that Shrewsbury did not evolve as_ such. 
Aside: from the small cluster of dwellings and meetinghouses at the 
crossroads corner, the land in the surrounding area (of Region II) was 
acquired in fairly large tracts during the late 17th century and sub- 
sequently settled in a pattern of dispersed independent landholdings. 
Among the first New Englanders to establish homesteads in Region II 
were the Allens, Whites, Wardells, Parkers, Slocums, Eatons, Wests, 
Lippincotts, Rances, Bordens, Throckmortons, and Lafetras; these sur- 
names remained prominent in the region through the 19th century. 





Present-day Monmouth Beach comprises much of the farm of Eliakim War- 
dell, a Rhode Island Quaker who obtained a large parcel between the 
Shrewsbury River and the ocean in 1670. About the same time John Slo- 
cum received a land grant of 372 acres in what is now Long Branch. On 
Rumson Neck, John Hance, Joseph Parker, and Lewis Morris 0342-14) 
each had sizable tracts reaching from river to river. One of the 
largest early landowners was Colonel Lewis Morris, a native of Mon- 
mouthshire, Wales and the uncle of the above-mentioned Lewis Morris; 
his influence on the early settlement and organization of the county 


(which he named) was substantial. In 1675 Morris purchased a 3,540 
acre plantation at the falls of the Shrewsbury River, which he called 
Tintern Manor (now Tinton Falls, see 1336-1). On the property was a 


smelting furnace built a few years before by James Grover and others. 
The ironworks, though short-lived, were the first in New Jersey, and 
were the probable origin of (involuntary) African settlement in the 
county. Morris brought about seventy slaves from Barbadoes to work in 
the ironworks, and their descendants (along with other ex-slaves and 
free blacks) made up the populations of early black communities in the 
Tinton Falls and Eatontown area (see 1336-6 and 1311-17). 


Throughout the 18th century, most of the people in Region II earned 
their living as farmers, fishermen, boatmen, millers, or tradesmen. 
Population remained sparce along the coast, with scattered dwellings 
from Black Point (Rumson) south to Whale Pond Brook (Long Branch) ; 
settlement became most concentrated in the area around Shrewsbury, 


Tinton Falls, and Eatontown. The village of Shrewsbury continued to 
be the major population center, though probably numbered no more than 
two hundred persons. Smaller clusters of population and commerce de- 


veloped around the grist mill at Tinton Falls (see 1336-1; originally 
built by Bartholomew Applegate c. 1674 and later rebuilt) and a grist 
mill at Eatontown (erected by Thomas Eaton in the 1670's). A tavern, 
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The 18th century William Parker Farm in Little Silver, the last 
operating farm on Rumson Neck. (MCHSI 1323-19) 








dock, and a couple of dwellings also existed at Red Bank before 1800. 
The correlation of early settlement locations with Indian paths (and 
probable habitation) is notable. The major east-west route through 
the region was the Burlington Path, which went through Tinton Falls 
and Shrewsbury to the Shrewsbury River, and terminated at the end of 
Rumson Neck. Parts of this route are retained in sections of Sycamore 
Avenue and Rumson Road. Another major Indian route ran from the head- 
waters of the Navesink (at Red Bank) south through Shrewsbury and 
Eatontown, where it connected with paths leading westward to the falls 


of the Shrewsbury (Tinton Falls), eastward to the sea, and continued 
southward (parts of present-day State Highway 35 and County Highway 
537). 


19th CENTURY DEVELOPMENT 


Despite the continued importance of agriculture, Region II's 19th cen- 
tury development was most influenced by its coastal geography: the 
ocean shoreline, the Navesink and Shrewsbury Rivers and their bays and 
tributaries. The advent of the steamboat and the growth of the sea- 
shore resorts, along with the increased commercialization of tradi- 
tional marine-related enterprises (fishing, boatbuilding, and _ ship- 
ping), substantially altered the landscape and demography of Region 
II, particularly after the Civil War. The railroads through the 
region, which were built primarily to provide access to the coast from 
northern metropolitan areas and the interior of the county, also led 
to the appearance of new industries and overall population increases 
(between 1870 and 1880, for example, the population of Region II rose 
from approximately 15,000 to over 22,000). Among the newcomers to the 
region were many of the 19th century immigrant groups--Irish, Germans, 
Jews, and Italians--as well as blacks who had migrated north. The 
combined result by the late 19th century was a geographically and 
culturally diverse region of port towns and resort communities, 
interspersed with farms and rural crossroads villages. Apart from the 
initial clustered settlements at Shrewsbury, Tinton Falls, and Eaton- 
town, all of the towns in Region II came into existence during the 
19th century. Red Bank, Fair Haven, Rumson (formerly Port Washington, 
then Oceanic), Little Silver (formerly Parkerville), Long Branch, 
Oceanport, Monmouth Beach (formerly Fishtown), and West Long Branch 
(formerly Mechanicsville, then Branchburg) all began as hamlets in the 
first half of the 19th century, while the barrier beach community of 
Sea Bright developed during the second half of the century. Much of 
the present road system is also 19th century in origin (except for 
some major highways and the streets of 20th century residential 
subdivisions), and is preserved in the network of two-lane roads which 
cross the region in all directions, 


THE MARINE ECONOMY AND GROWTH 


Boatbuilding and shipping had been present in Region II since the 
early years of settlement, carried on at various points along the 
Navesink and Shrewsbury Rivers. Records of marine-related activity 
are incomplete, but it is clear that the wharf facilities, boatbuild- 





REGION V 
Colts Neck Township Freehold Township 
Englishtown Borough Howell Township 
Farmingdale Borough Manalapan Township 
Freehold Borough Marlboro Township 


Region V comprises the five large townships of central Monmouth County 
and the three sizable boroughs that are wholly enclosed by them. 
Until recent years the region has been the agricultural heartland of 


Monmouth County. It is now the county's most rapidly developing area, 
a transitional mixture of towns and villages, farms, expanding resi- 
dential suburbs, and sprawling corporate offices and industrial 
plants. 


Region V has the largest land area of any region in the county; its 
195 square miles make up 42% of the county's total. The high quality 
soils of the Inner Coastal Plain cover most of the region's land, 
though the northwestern section includes the sandy and swampy area 
around Burnt Fly Bog, and the sandy soils of the Pinelands cover the 
southern section of the region. These sandy areas flanking the pro- 
ductive soils of the central portion of Region V largely account for 
the historic concentration of settlement in a wide band that extends 
from the northeast to the southwest through the region. 


EARLY SETTLEMENT 


All of the major 18th century Monmouth County culture groups had 
settled in Region V by the end of the 17th century. New Englanders 
came to the region from their primary settlements in Middletown, 
Shrewsbury, and Tinton Falls, and settled in eastern Colts Neck, and 
spread to the Freehold vicinity. Half of the Dutch-settled area of 
Pleasant Valley is in the region, covering northeastern Marlboro Town- 
ship and the northern half of Colts Neck, the area drained by Hop 
Brook and Swimming River. Scottish settlement, originating from 
Matawan and from the Raritan Bay area in Middlesex County, covered 
much of the northern and western sections of the region: western 
Marlboro, Manalapan, and northern and western Freehold Township. 
African slaves were associated most strongly with the the Tinton Iron 
Works and with the Dutch, though all of the culture groups employed 
them and they were among the early inhabitants in Region V. However, 
African populations had a limited impact on the development of the 
region until they began gaining freedom on a large scale in the 19th 
century, when communities of free blacks were established in Freehold 
and Manalapan. One of the earliest black churches in Monmouth County 
was organized in 1836 in Manalapan (Woodville A.M.E. Church, 1326-19); 
another, in Freehold, was formed in 1848 (Bethel A.M.E. Church, 
1315-25; moved to present site in 1895). 





New Englanders made up a relatively small proportion of the 18th cen- 
tury population of Region V, even though they were the original owners 
of much of the land encompassed by the Navesink Patent. Most of the 
New Englanders! settlement appears to have been located in the fertile 
areas of southern Colts Neck, northern Howell and in eastern Freehold. 
Lewis Morris and Peter Tilton owned large tracts in what is now Colts 
Neck in the 1670's. John Hampton had a plantation along the old Bur- 
lington Path in the 1680's, and Cornelius Thompson had built a house 
along the Burlington Path in Manalapan in 1702 (destroyed by fire in 
the 1960's) which was also used as a courthouse prior to 1715. The 
Parkers also had large landholdings in the vicinity of Smithburg 
(1316-7,8; 1332-8). 


The Dutch settlement in Pleasant Valley extended into eastern Marlboro 
and northern Colts Neck. Jacob Van Dorn of Gowanus, Brooklyn pur- 
chased one of the earliest Dutch tracts in the section between 1697 
and 1701. It was 675 acres (see 1328-9) and a mill was built on the 
property about 1714. Daniel Polhemus of Flatlands acquired land in 
the Phalanx area of Colts Neck in the early 18th century which 
remained in the Polhemus family until the mid 20th century (1309-34, 


1309-37). Some of the other early Dutch families along the Hop River 
included the Van Maters (1309-29), Smocks (1309-25,45) Schencks 
(1309-43, 1328-13) and Covenhovens (1309-10, 1328-9), all of whom 
intermarried extensively. The first Dutch Reformed congregation in 


Monmouth County was established in the Pleasant Valley area about 
1699, and their first building was erected about 1709 (see 1328-10). 
Pleasant Valley remained strongly Dutch well into the 19th century. 
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The First Dutch Reformed Church of Freehold (now Marlboro Township), 





built 1826-27 and known as Old Brick Church, is the third edifice of 
the county's oldest Dutch Reformed church. Characteristic of the 
dispersed manner in which the Dutch settled, the church was not built 
in a village but along a road, among the farmsteads of the congre- 
gants. (MCHSI 1328-10) 





During the 18th century the Scots had the largest population of the 
various culture groups in Region V. An observer in 1745 ascertained 
that they made up more than half the population of Freehold Township 
(which at the time included Freehold, Manalapan, Marlboro, and parts 


of Colts Neck and Millstone). John Reid, the overseer of Scottish 
settlement in New Jersey, was among the first of the Scots to settle 
in the county. He purchased a large tract of land he named "Horten- 
sia" in the Pleasant Valley area of Marlboro in 1683, and had moved 
there by the 1690's (1328-18). A Presbyterian meeting was established 
by 1706, located at the Old Scots Burying Ground near the Garrett 
Conover Farm (1328-28) in Marlboro. Manalapan and Freehold became the 


heart of the Scottish settlement during the 18th century. This is 
reflected in the construction of the new Presbyterian meeting house in 
1731 in what is now Tennent Village (precursor of the present church 


built in 1751; see 1326-1-5). Early Scottish families in the area 
included the Rheas (1316-33), Formans (1326-2, 1316-4,6,29,30), Craigs 
(1316-26, 1326-6), Andersons 0326-12), Reids (1326-11), and others. 
French Hugenot surnames also appear frequently in the areas settled by 
the Scots, including Dubois (1326-4, 1316-22), Perrine (1326-1-1, 


20, 24) , and Rue. 


Unlike the initial settlements of the Navesink Patent by New Englan- 
ders (see Regions I and II), Region V was characterized at the outset 
by settlement of dispersed farmsteads, with small clustered settlement 
occurring around commercial nodes such as mills or taverns, or in the 
case of Freehold, around the county courthouse. Freehold, originally 
known as Monmouth Courthouse, was among the earliest of the villages. 
The county court house was built there in 1715, after land was given 
for that purpose by John Reid (not the same person discussed above), 
apparently as a speculative venture. Previously court had been held 
in various places in Middletown, Shrewsbury and Freehold townships. 
The establishment of the permanent courthouse in Freehold reflects the 
ascendency of the Scottish populations at the time. During the 18th 
century a small commercial and service village developed around it. 
The other clustered settlements in the region grew around grist mills, 
most notably Englishtown (1312-1), Turkey Town (later known = as 
Adelphia, 1319-1), and Colts Neck (1309-1). Englishtown was developed 
in the early and mid-18th century on lands owned by the English family 
around the mill on Matcheponix Creek. A tavern was established in the 
town during the 1760's (1312-1-15, now known as the Village Inn). 
Both Turkey Town (Adelphia) and Colts Neck developed as a result of 
being on major trans-Jersey routes as well as being mill sites. Other 
smaller clustered settlements were located at Van Dorn's Mill (1328-9, 
1318-38) in Marlboro, Squankum Bridge (Lower Squankum, 1319-19,20) in 
Howell, and Bennett's Mill (1326-18) in Manalapan. The major roads 
through the region were various branches of the Burlington Road, main 
trans-Jersey route through central Jersey. It connected Burlington on 
the Delaware River with the towns of the Navesink, via Crosswicks and 
Cream Ridge, weaving a curving path through Bennett's Mill, Freehold, 
and Colts Neck. Other branches diverged north from the town of 
Freehold to the port at Middletown Point (now Matawan), and south 
along the Manasquan River to th landings at Manasquan and Brielle. 
Scattered segments of these 18th century routes survive in the current 
road system of Region V. 








The Moses Davis Tavern (Village Inn) in Englishtown was originally a 


H- a story cottage built about 1730. The house was converted into 
a tavern by Moses Davis in the 1760's and expanded several times 
during the 19th century. (MGHST 1981251 =1'5,) 


AGRICULTURE AND 19TH CENTURY DEVELOPMENT 


Agriculture accounted for the vast majority of economic activity in 
the 18th century, and advancements in agriculture during the 19th cen- 
tury accounted for much of the growth of the region during that time. 
The most notable of these improvements was the introduction of the use 
of marl (glauconite) as a natural fertilizer, in the late 18th cen- 
tury, and the discovery of large deposits of the material throughout 
the region. The widespread use of marl had two major effects on the 
region. First, it was especially beneficial to the cultivation of 
potatoes, which became the base of the region's agricultural fortunes 
during the 19th century. Potato farming was particularly important in 
Colts Neck, Marlboro, Manalapan and Freehold, and often accounted for 
half of a farm's annual income. Secondly, because of the large quan- 
tities of marl in the region, it became a major county export. One of 
the earliest deposits was found in 1768 on the Smock Farm east of 
Marlboro Village (1328-1, 19, 26, 27); those pits, located on a branch 
of Big Brook, remained productive throughout the 19th century. The 
county's most important marl pits were discovered in the 1830's along 
the Manasquan River and Mingamahone Creek which flows into it, at Up- 
per Squankum (now Farmingdale, 1314-1). The marl business transformed 
what had been relatively poor and sparcely populated section of Region 
V into an important agricultural area. During the third quarter of 





the 19th century Farmingdale (the name was changed in 1854) became a 
local railroad center for the shipment of marl, with lines leading 
north, west, and south to destinations all over the county and state 
(see map opposite). 


The agricultural fortunes and growth in population of the region led 
to the creation of several new municipalities in the 19th century. 
Most of the region was originally part of Freehold Township created in 


1693. Howell Township was created in 1801 when it subdivided from 
Shrewsbury Township. (Wall Township, in Region IV, subdivided from 
Howell in 1851.) Colts Neck, originally known as Atlantic Township, 


was formed in 1847 from parts of Freehold, Shrewsbury, and Middletown 
townships. The following year, in 1848, the remainder of the original 
Freehold Township was divided roughly into thirds, forming Manalapan 
and Marlboro townships. The regional commercial centers were incor- 
porated as boroughs in the late 19th and early 20th century: English- 
town in 1888, Farmingdale in 1903, and Freehold in 1919. 





The relatively great distance of farms in Region V from the important 
port towns of Matawan, Keyport, Red Bank, and Manasquan made the 
development of roads and railroads a high priority for the area. 
Numerous turnpike and plank road companies were established in the 
region during the 19th century, and the first railroad in the county 
was built in the region. The Freehold and Jamesburg Railroad, com- 
pleted in 1853, linked the region's farmers with the primary rail line 
of New Jersey, the Camden and Amboy Railroad. Rail service was soon 
expanded to Farmingdale with the establishment of the Squankum Marl 
and Railroad Company in 1866. The Raritan and Delaware Bay Railroad 
was extended from Port Monmouth and Red Bank to Farmingdale by 1861. 
The third railroad through Farmingdale, the Farmingdale and Squan 
Village Railroad, was incorporated in 1867; it was the final link con- 
necting the Camden and Amboy Railroad with the shore when it was 
completed in 1872. The region's last rail link with the market-places 
was the Monmouth County Agricultural Railroad, which connected 
Freehold with Matawan and Keyport through Marlboro and Wickatunk when 
it was complete in 1880. 





While the delivery of marl and agricultural produce to market was the 
major reason for the construction of the rail lines, they also fost- 
ered industrial activity in several of the towns they served, pri- 
marily in Freehold but also in Englishtown and Farmingdale. Minor 
industrial activity, primarily related to food processing, had been 
present in the region prior to the construction of the railroads. 
Several distilleries were located in Manalapan, as well as Marlboro, 
Freehold and Colts Neck. Laird's Applejack Distillery in Colts Neck 
(1309-13) is the only survivor of these distilleries. In addition, 
one of the earliest canning operations in the state was established at 
the North American Phalanx in Colts Neck (1309-4, 40), and several 
brickyards were in operation in northern Howell township near Jersey- 
ville. Large industrial enterprises appeared in Freehold shortly af- 
ter rail service was initiated in 1853. The Combs and Bawden Foundry 
was established in 1856, the first of several metal processing con- 








cerns in the town. Others included the Stokes File and Rasp Company 
(1315-1) and the Zimmerman Manufacturing Company (1315-24). The Bra- 
keley Cannery (1315-73) was established in 1882 on another spur of the 





Freehold and Jamesburg line; it was the largest cannery to operate in 
the county. The V. Henry Rothschild and Company Shirt Factory was 
built on the line to Keyport in the 1880's, later converted to the A. 
and M. Karagheusian Rug Mill (1315-31; see Manufacturing and Milling 
Structures) . This influx of industry transformed Freehold from a 
relatively small agricultural market town and county seat to an impor- 
tant industrial center with a sizeable urban population, and brought 
new groups of settlers to the region, including eastern and southern 
Europeans, Jews, Russians, and Welsh. The railroad also brought a 
cannery to Englishtown, a file factory to Tennent in Manalapan, anda 
foundry, tannery, cider mill, lumber yards, and gunpowder factory to 
Farmingdale. 


Region V was also the site of an important mid-19th century utopian 
experiment, the North American Phalanx. Established on the ideas of 
Charles Fourier in the 1840's in eastern Colts Neck Township, the 
organization sought to create a self-sufficient agricultural settle- 
ment on communal principles. Among the leaders were Arthur Brisbane, 
Horace Greeley, and Charles Sears. By 1850 there were 190 members, 
who lived in several large communal buildings and operated a grist 
mill, cannery, marl business, school, as well as a large farm on the 
670 acre site. The Phalanx continued for twelve years until 1855 when 
the property was sold. The area is still known as Phalanx but only 
the Marcus Spring Cottage (see 1309-4; includes maps and drawings of 
the Phalanx) survives from the experiment; the Phalanstery, the cen- 
tral meeting hall of the community, was burned in the 1970's. A good 
discussion of the North American Phalanx can be found in Dolores 


Hayden's Seven American Utopias: The Architecture of Communitarian 


Socialism. 


EARLY 20TH CENTURY GROWTH AND CHANGE 


During the first half of the 20th century Region V experienced a con- 
tinuation of the agricultural specialization that began in the mid 
19th century with the concentration on potato farming. A decrease in 
the acreage of small grain crops was met with an increase in garden 
crop production, dairy farming, and horse raising. The most important 
new element of the increasing agricultural specialization in _ the 
region was the introduction of large scale poultry farming in the pre- 
viously unproductive areas of Howell and southern Freehold Township. 
Helped by the efforts of the Jewish Agricultural Society, many urban 
Jews moved to the Farmingdale area during the 1920's and 1930's and 
established a large number of poultry farms. By the end of the 1930's 
the county was the leading egg producer in the nation, and home to 
more Jewish farmers than any other county in New Jersey. Many other 
eastern European immigrants also entered poultry farming during the 
same period. Due the changing economic conditions, poultry farming 
went into decline in the late 1950's and 1960's, which has left a 
legacy of abandoned chicken houses. 


Suburbanization has had the strongest geographical impact on the re- 
gion in the 20th century. Spurred by post World War II road construc- 
tion and the accelerated exodus from the cities, large scale suburban- 





ization reached the region in the late 1950's. U.S. Highway 9 has be- 
come the corridor of this development. Marlboro, Manalapan Freehold, 
and in recent years Howell, have become bedroom communities for New 
York and North Jersey, thus transforming the economy and land use of 
the region. 


HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT AREAS 


Despite widespread suburban growth and the ensuing decline of its 
historic agricultural base, Region V retains a high number of historic 
resources, including significant concentrations in several areas. 
These resources lack preservaton protection and are greatly under- 
represented ol the National Register; at present there is only one 
district listed (Monmouth .Battlefield; see Manalapan Township Sites 
Map) . Freehold Borough is particularly important as the principal 
urban center of the region as well as the county seat, and contains a 
wealth of 19th century buildings (see proposed district boundaries on 


the Freehold Borough Sites Map). The other surveyed districts in the 
region--in Englishtown, Farmingdale, Colts Neck village, Marlboro 
village, Adelphia, and Vandenburg--are also significant to the 


historic identity of the region, yet their rural village character is 
threatened by recent unsympathetic construction and encroaching subur- 
ban development. 


There are several pockets of relatively intact historic rural land- 
scape in Region V. The Pleasant Valley area of Colts Neck (the 
northern part of the township) has been largely suburbanized, though 
farmsteads remain along Conover Road, Crine Road, Hillsdale Road, and 
Willow Brook Road. There are two particularly significant rural cor- 
ridors in Colts Neck, both with a concentration of outstanding early 
farmsteads: Route 537 east of Route 34 is notable for its large horse 
farms, and the rolling lands along Phalanx Road are still actively 
cultivated. In Manalapan, a large rural tract has been preserved as 
part of the Monmouth Battlefield State Park, although several of the 
buildings are in poor and deteriorated condition. A number of large 
19th century farms are located along Route 33 in Manalapan, but this 
expansive agricultural landscape is endangered by local zoning which 
is permitting (and therefore causing) commercial strip development 


along the highway. In Howell, the area around Adelphia-Farmingdale 
Road and Howell Road east of Adelphia is still agricultural, with a 
number of important farmsteads, All of these resources--buildings and 


their historic settings--are vulnerable to residential subdivision and 
(where zoning permits) construction of office complexes. 





REGION VI 


Allentown Borough Millstone Township 
Roosevelt Borough Upper Freehold Township 


Region VI, located in the extreme southwestern corner of Monmouth, is 
the most sparcely populated section of the county and is characterized 
by open farmland in grains, soybeans, hay, and pasture. Punctuating 
the farmland are several villages and scattered forested areas. 
Woodland is concentrated especially in the southern section of 
Millstone where the pinelands extend into the township. The agri- 
cultural landscape of dispersed farmsteads that comprised most of Mon- 
mouth County in the 18th, 19th, and first half of the 20th century 
still predominates Region VI, particularly Upper Freehold Township. 
The area is still actively farmed, retains most of its 19th century 
road system, and has been affected by suburbanization to only a 
limited degree. Unlike the rest of the county, most of Region VI is 
drained by creeks (notably Crosswicks Creek, Doctors Creek, and Assun- 
pink Creek) that flow into the Delaware River rather than the Atlantic 
Ocean or the Raritan River. This geographical factor, as well as 
proximity to population centers and transportation routes to the 
southwest, has linked the region more closely with the Delaware River 
Valley than with the remainder of Monmouth County. 


EARLY SETTLEMENT 


In spite of the region's geographical connection with the Delaware 
River Valley, much of its early settlement originated from the older 
areas of eastern Monmouth County, namely the New England Baptist and 
Quaker communities of Middletown and Shrewsbury. During the late 17th 
and early 18th century land was acquired and patented in large tracts, 
Between 1688 and 1695 a group of Middletown's early settlers purchased 
a tract of about 3500 acres in the Cream Ridge area, known as_ the 
Middletown Mens Lots, from the Scots Proprietors. Some of the Middle- 
town Baptist families who settled there in the early 18th century 
included the Holmeses (1351-29,30,76), Throckmortons (1351-71), 
Ashtons 0351-67), and Cowards 0351-70, 71). Imlaystown (1351-2) to 
the north was settled initially by Richard Saltar, also of Middletown, 
and Mordecai Lincoln, who came from Massachusetts. During the 18th 
century, various members of Middletown's Lawrence family owned exten- 
sive lands north of Imlaytown and along what is now Holmes Mill Road 
(1351-35,50,75). The Cox family, also Middletown Baptists, were 
numerous in northern Upper Freehold Township (1351-13). The Upper 
Freehold Baptist Meeting (Old Yellow Meeting House, 1351-79) was 
established in the 1720's as a branch of the Middletown congregation. 
Among the notable early settlers from Shrewsbury was Nathan Allen, a 
Quaker, who acquired land in 1706 on Doctors Creek, upon which he 
built a mill; the village of Allentown developed around it (see Allen- 
town Historic District, 1302-1). Between about 1735 and 1740 Samuel 
Rodgers, also of Shrewsbury, bought the land and constructed the first 
mill at what is now Walnford (see 1351-77). 





Scots and Dutch also migrated to Region VI during the first half of 
the 18th century. The two groups are hi torically associated because 
of common membership in the Presbyterian Church (which was theologi- 
cally similar to the Dutch Reformed Church). A Presbyterian congrega- 
tion was formed at Allentown by 1722 (see 1302-1-224) and at Perrine- 
ville by 1785. Scots and Dutch settled principally in the northern 
part of Region VI, but were found throughout the area. In 1706 
William Montgomery, a Scot, acquired 500 acres of land along Old York 
Road above Allentown; his estate, known as Eglinton, remained in the 
family for several generations (now demolished). In 1725 another 
Scot, Patrick Imlay of Wickatunk (in Marlboro Township), purchased the 
mill complex of Richard Saltar in what became known as Imlaystown. He 
was the first of many Imlays in Upper Freehold. Members of the 
Perrine family, French Hugenots who came from Staten Island, settled 
in Millstone by the 1720's (1332-6) near what is now the village of 
Perrineville. Some of the early Dutch families in the area included 
the Wikoffs (1351-13, 29), Hendricksons (1351-2, 53, 73), Longstreets 
(1351-39), and Schancks. 


The southwestern corner of Region VI was settled by English Quakers 
from Burlington County and Philadelphia, who concentrated in the area 
along Crosswicks Creek in Upper Freehold Township. In 1698 Anthony 
Woodward, a Quaker from Derbyshire, England who had emigrated to Ches- 
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The fieldstone wing of this house, built by Anthony Woodward about 
1700, is among the oldest buildings in Upper Freehold and a rare 
example of early stone construction in Monmouth County. The large 
Federal Style main block was added by the Woodwards about 1800. 


(MCHSI 1351-64) 





terfield Township in Burlington County, purchased 2500 acres of land 


between Crosswicks Creek and Province Line Road. His original plan- 
tation (1351-64) became the site of several Woodward family farms 
during the 18th and 19th centuries (1351-10, 19, 27, 37, 65). The 


village of Arneytown, along the Burlington County Line, was founded by 
Burlington County Quakers after 1705, as was the East Branch Friends 
Meeting (originally known as Robbins Meeting) at Wrightstown, which 
was formed in the 1720's. Richard Waln, a Philadelphia merchant and a 
Quaker, acquired the mill site that he named Walnford in 1772, and was 
the progenitor of the Waln family in Upper Freehold (1351-77, 11, 22, 
25,8 28 )ec 


For the most part, the region's major 18th century towns have con- 
tinued to be its principal town centers, a testament to the high de- 
gree of historical continuity in the region. Allentown (1302-1) deve- 
loped around Nathan Allen's grist mill and along a major north-south 
route known as the "Lower Road" (later called York Road). The small 
mill village quickly became an important crossroads town. Imlaystown 
(1351-2) grew up around mills on Doctor's Creek and Buckhole Creek, in 
addition to the forge established by Saltar and Lincoln. The grist 
and saw mill communities of Hornerstown (1351-1) and Prospertown on 
Lahaway Creek were both established in the second quarter of the 18th 
century, as was Walnford (1351-77) further downstream on Crosswicks 
Creek. Arneytown coalesced around a Quaker meeting house during the 
mid 18th century. The area which is now Millstone Township was much 


EES 
7S 


{ 


ee 
Foe 





Abel Cafferty's Grist Mill, located on Doctor's Creek in Allentown, was 
built in 1855 to replace the original mill erected by Nathan Allen in 


1706. (MCHSI 1301-1-55) 





slower to develop during the 18th century, due to its hilly terrain 
and expanses of sandy soils. Clusters of 18th century settlement 
occurred at Gaston's Mill at Perrineville, and along the Burlington 
Road at Burnt Tavern (so named after the original tavern was destroyed 
by fire in 1806), later called Charleston Springs. Another early 
tavern, the Willow Tree Tavern, was located on Stage Coach Road near 
what later became Clarksburg. 
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Rural inns were important to the early development of Millstone 
Township because it was roughly midpoint on trans-Jersey routes be- 


tween settlements on the Delaware River and the Navesink. Im 2851, 
Millstone had at least nine hotels while having a population of under 
two thousand. Only two of these hotels remain: the Parker/Smithburg 


Hotel (1332-8) and the Clarksburg Inn (pictured above; 1332-12-1). 
Built in 1834 by John Clayton, the Clarksburg Inn replaced the 18th 
century Willow Tree Tavern as the major inn in the village. 


A substantial portion of the 18th century road system has survived to 
the present in Region VI. Old York Road (the "Lower Road"), which 
forms part of the boundary between Upper Freehold Township and Mercer 
County, is an early route connecting the Delaware and Raritan Rivers 
via Crosswicks and Cranbury. Elements of the Burlington Road, a major 
Indian path between the Delaware and Navesink, have survived on the 
Red Valley-Emley's Hill Road in Upper Freehold. Much of another early 
route from Allentown to Freehold is still followed by the New Canton- 
Stone Tavern Road in Upper Freehold and Stage Coach Road in Millstone. 
This road diverges at Clarksburg (Backbone Hill Road), going north to 
Englishtown, Middletown Point (Matawan), and South Amboy. 
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Lightfoot Map of 1851, Upper? Freehold Township, (MCHA) 





RESIDENCES 


More than three-quarters of the inventoried sites are residential 
structures, including farmhouses, urban and suburban dwellings, sea- 
shore resort cottages and country estates. While the liteqlture on 
American building tradition and stylistic development provides a rich 
cultural context for the historical analysis of Monmouth County's di- 
verse residential architecture, it is not the purpose here to write 
such a history. This chapter presents brief summaries, roughly chron- 
ological, of the major .house types and styles which are found in Mon- 
mouth County residential building from the late 17th century to about 
1930. Early traditional types (pre-1850) are covered first, followed 
by architectural styles. A few styles are omitted for lack of repre- 
sentation in the survey or the existing built environment. The gen- 
eral local characteristics--plan/form, materials, facade treatment, and 
culture group associations--are given, along with time period and dis- 
tribution within the county. Survey examples illustrate typicality 
and variety. 


In general, pre-1850 residential styles and types are concentrated in 
northern and central Monmouth County, in Allentown and Upper Freehold. 
High-style architecture of the late 19th and early 20th century is con- 
centrated along the coast, in the seashore resort towns which developed 
during the late 19th century, and i.u_other town centers such as Free- 
hold and Red Bank. 


The detached single-family dwelling of wood construction is the hist- 
orical norm for residential construction in Monmouth County, as in 
much of the northeastern United States. Early settlers lived in small 
1-1% story houses of heavy timber frame construction (see traditional 
house types). Even after the introduction of the Georgian Style about 
1750, historical evidence such as the Middletown Tax Duplicate of 1798 
suggests that most Monmouth residents continued to live in small tra- 
ditionally-built dwellings. High-style dwellings remained in the min- 
ority until the mid 19th century. Traditional framing systems of north 
European derivation--heavy timber H-bent and brace frames with mortised 
and tenoned joints--were utilized until the mid 19th century, when the 
light member balloon frame came into use. Clapboard and wood shingling 
have always predominated over brick and stone in local construction; 
beaded clapboard and round-butt shingles were regionally characteristic 
until the early 19th century. Locally burned brick, though available 
in the 18th century, was seldom used for the exterior walls of houses, 
though commonly found on foundations and for the infill of the timber 
frame. A highly localized use of brick is found on a group of Federal 
farmhouses in Upper Freehold, where the influence of the lower Delaware 
Valley culture region reached into the county (see Federal Style). Some 
other early 19th century brick houses of note include the Roberts House 
in Middletown (1331-99), the Longstreet House in Holmdel (1318-42), the 
Osborn House in Brielle (1308-8), (1308-8), the Bartleson House in Free- 
hold (1315-85), and the workers rowhouses in Allaire (1352-1). -During 
the 1830-1860 period brick was also employed to a greater extent in pro- 
sperous trading towns such as Keyport and Matawan, where brick was made 
(see Greek Revival Style). Fieldstone and dressed stone are even rarer 





in residential construction, appearing on a very few early dwellings in 
in western Monmouth (see the Woodward House, 1351-64, and the Coward- 
Hendrickson House, 1351-71, in Upper Freehold), and on a handful of 
early 20th century mansions (see Shadow Lawn, 1353-4). 


Most houses are accruals of additions and modifications over time, 
adapted to changing family size, functions, incomes, and tastes. Two 
major patterns of expansion are evident from surveyed sites of the 18th 
and 19th centuries: (1) Addition of a larger lateral wing (commonly a 
three bay Georgian plan) to the original 1-1% story structure; often 
two more bays were added to complete the full Georgian plan (sometimes 
incorporating th original cottage); (2) Addition of a long rear ell, 
often as large or larger than the original house, creating an overall 
1-shaped dwelling; this is commonly found on I-houses and on town 
dwellings, where narrower lots prohibited sid expansion. Houses also 
exhibit a number of changes, built over a period of time, which obscure 
the original physical character but nonetheless are part of their his- 
torical evolution. These include window and doorway replacements, roof- 
line and cornice alterations, exterior siding changes, and modifications 


to porches. As a result most houses, especially those built before 
1850, are composites of several styles and types rather than "pure" ex- 
amples. In the following , therefore, it is well to remember that 


classification of houses into styles and types is a somewhat arbitrary 
process, and that the significant facts about Monmouth County's res- 
idences are the inter-relationships over time between "folk" and "elite" 
influences, regional and national trends, ethnic groups, and other 
cultural factors shaping residential form and design. 





Profile of Allen House, Shrewsbury Borough. Several characteristics 
of early local building are shown: al% story kitchen wing with beaded 
clapboard siding, exposed hearthback and "beehive" oven; and a lateral 
Georgian main block with gambrel roof and round-butt ~ shingles. 
(MCHSI 1345-1-8) 





EARLY TRADITIONAL HOUSE TYPES 


DUTCH-AMERICAN HOUSE 


The traditional dwellings of Dutch settlers are not only among the 
earliest house types found in Monmouth County but they also constitute 
a distinct and highly significant group of buildings in the historical 
landscape. These houses are not pure Dutch nor are they "Dutch Colon- 
ial" in style; rather they are residential forms which are hybrids of 
traditional Dutch building and its adaptation to the New World, and 
thus they are called Dutch-American. "Dutch" building tradition also 
should be understood within the larger cultural tradition of the Low 
Countries and northern Europe as a whole. 


Unlike the stone Dutch houses of northern New Jersey, the Monmouth 
County Dutch built their dwellings of wood, clad in shingles or clap- 
board. Dutch-American houses are identified by their framing struc- 
ture and floor plan in conjunction with a number of secondary charac- 
teristics. Local Dutch houses are built upon the H-bent frame, which 
is based upon structural units of large posts spanned by heavy joists. 
Among the floor plan variants (all 1% stories), the most common and 
perhaps the earliest is the one-room plan, a rectangle of squat squar- 
ish proportions with a garret above and a steeply pitched gable roof. 
Extended one-room plans, consisting of two rooms side by side (some- 
times with two doors), are also found. Less common is the four-room 
plan, with two large front rooms and two smaller back rooms, and no 
through-hall; this plan type may show Georgian stylistic influence in 
the use of a partial center hall and a symmetrical facade arrangement. 
Combinations of plans may occur in one dwelling, due to the practice 
of building in wings. Further structural investigation is necessary to 
determine all existing plan types. 





Dutch cottage wing on Jan Schenck House, built early to mid 18th cen- 
tury with later alterations, Holmdel Township. (MCHSI 1318-45) 
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Holmes-Hendrickson House, Holmdel Township. The wing dates from 1720- 
1750 and the main block was built about 1754. (MCHSI 1318-27) 


Additional identifying features of local Dutch-American houses include 
flared eaves on the front and rear; entrances on the south front, eave 
side; large jambless fireplaces, which are located within the room and 
are framed above with a hood; exposed hearthbacks; split-leaf "Dutch" 
doors; and front stoop ("stoep"), a platform with benches on either 
side of the door. The steeply pitched gable roof is universal; the 
gambrel roof, a traditional building technique used in many parts of 
Europe, is found only on Georgian houses of the latter 18th century. 


Dutch-American houses are located in the Pleasant Valley area (see map 
on page 52), the nucleus of Dutch settlement in the county. They date 
from the 1690's to the late 18th century, when traditional Dutch build- 
ing declined due to the influence of formal styles and the increasing 


assimilation of the Dutch. Remaining examples of the larger Dutch- 
American house include: the Holmes-Hendrickson House in Holmdel (1318- 
27); the Luyster House in Middletown (1331-2-4); the Covenhoven House 


in Holmdel (1318-44); the so-called Hunn's Tavern in Matawan (1329-17); 
the Daniel Hendrickson House in Holmdel (1318-8, greatly remodelled) ; 


and the Garret Schenck House in Holmdel (1318-48). Most Dutch-American 
houses in Monmouth County are of the one-room or extended one-room 
types and exist as lateral wings on the main farmhouse. The majority 


are obscured beneath alterations and tnerefore are difficult to docu- 
ment without structural investigation; visible, however, may be the 
original 1% story squarish torm and the steep gable roof with overhang- 


ing eaves. Representative examples include the wings on the following 
sites: the Conover-Grine House in Colts Neck (1309-2-2); the Van Dorn- 
Covenhoven-Ely House in Marlboro (1328-9); and the Jan Schenck House 


in Holmdel (1318-45). 





ENGLISH COTTAGE 


One of the first house types to appear in Monmouth County (and possibly 
the most prevalent of the existing 18th century types) was al¥% story 
one-room-deep dwelling with either a one room plan or a two room plan, 
and an interior gable end chimney. Known as a "British cabin" (so called 
by folklorist Henry Gla sie) or an English cottage, this house in all 
identified local examples is of heavy timber frame construction with 
clapboard or shingle siding. It has either a two, three, or four bay 
facade; the three bay central entry version appears to be most common 
in Monmouth County (although this is difficult to determine since many 


have substantial fenestration alterations). The main elevation often, 
but not always, has knee wall windows. Shed lean-tos on the side and 
rear are prevalent. Few examples of this house type remain as free- 


standing structures; most exist as wings on larger houses (either pre- 
dating the main house or contemporaneous with it), and are particularly 
common as the kitchen wings on Georgian Style houses. 


The English cottage was built in large numbers by English/New England 
settlers from the time of initial European settlement until the early 
19th century. It is found in all types of early settlements through- 
out the county. The larger two-room plan with a four bay facade is 
found mainly in Middletown. For characteristic variations of the 
English cottage, see 1308-13 in Brielle (free-standing, three bay cen- 
tral entry); 1331-4-24 in Middletown (three bays with end bay entry); 
1351-19 in Upper Freehold (with add(tion of second story); 1347-7 in 
Spring Lake Heights (with lateral one bay wing); 1331-32 in Middletown 
(18th century ell on 19th century house); 1331-5-3 and 1331-4-27 in 
Middletown (larger two-room plan with four bay facade). 





The Hall House in Howell Township, built early 19th century, is a late 
example of the type but one of a few which exist as free standing 
dwellings. (MCHSI 1319-10) 





DEEP COTTAGE 


The so-called deep cottage is al¥% story, two-room deep dwelling which 
is either one or two rooms wide. Due to the limited structural invest- 
igation done as part of this survey, plan variations of this type in 
Monmouth County are not well understood. If they follow other regional 
examples, plans vary and may consist of two, three, or less commonly, 
four rooms (constituting, it may be argued, several separate types). 
Likewise facades may have two, three or four bays with center, off- 
center, or end doorways. Like the English cottage, local examples are 
all of wood construction and the chimney is on the interior gable end. 
Side and rear wings and lean-to additions are common. 


Geographer Peter Wacker has called this type the East Jersey deep cot- 
tage, associated with settlers who migrated to New Jersey from New 
England and Long Island. The origins of this type appear to be both 
English and continental European; its variations warrant additional 
research. The deep cottage was built in the county through the end of 
the 18th century, and is found primarily in the oldest settlement areas 
of northeastern Monmouth. Survey documentation indicates that fewer 
numbers of this early house type remain than the English cottage. 
Good examples include 1336-1-5 in Tinton Falls; 1331-47 (east wing) in 
Middletown; 1318-23 and 1318-29 (illustrated below) in Holmdel. 





Early to mid 18th century deep cottage in Holmdel Township, believed 
to have been built by the Bennett family. (MCHSI 1318-29) 





GEORGIAN-INFLUENCED 1% STORY TYPES 


The influence of Georgian and later classical styles resulted in the 
transformation of several traditional house types. Among these are 
three 1% story types which are found in numbers in Monmouth County: 
(1) A 1% story one-room-deep dwelling with a regular three bay facade, 


end bay entry, and interior gable end chimney. Plans may or may not 
include a separate side stairhall. This is essentially a Georgian mod- 
ification of the English cottage form. For examples, see 1322-27 in 


Keyport, 1323-1-1 in Little Silver, 1345-3 in Shrewsbury, and 1331-4- 
25 in Middletown. 


(2) Al% story two-room-deep dwelling with a side-hall plan, regular 


three bay facade, and one or two interior gable end chimneys. There 
are often knee wall windows on the main facade. This type appears to 
be a Georgian modification of the two-room-deep 1% story types. For 


examples, see 1331-29, 1331-61, 1331-69, and 1331-107 in Middletown. 


(3) Al% story one-room-deep dwelling with a regular five bay facade, 
central entry, and chimneys located within each gable end. Plans are 
two rooms wide, with or without a center hall; rear shed additions are 
common. Most have knee wall windows on the main facade. For examples, 
see 1323-11 in Little Silver, 1318-53 in Holmdel, 1331-15, 1331-4-21, 
1331-50, and 1331-72 in Middletown. 


All surveyed examples of the above types are wood-clad and date from 
the early 19th century. They are found principally in northeastern 
Monmouth, and are concentrated heavily in Middletown. The detailing 
on many of these houses would classify them as Greek Revival Style. 





The west three bay section (left in photo) of this house is an example 
of type two above; it was added c. 1830-50 to an earlier three bay 
English cottage. Middletown Township (MCHSI 1331-29) 





TWO STORY, TWO-ROOM-DEEP, CENTER DOOR HOUSE 


This house type is a full two stories high, two rooms deep, and one 
room wide. Of squarish proportions, the plan may consist of two rooms 
(one in back of the other) or three rooms (one large room and two 
smaller rooms). The facade is three bays wide with a center door; 
there are usually only two bays on the second story. Chimneys are 
located within the interior gable end. All surveyed examples are of 
wood construction. This center door house type, which is evidently 
English and urban in origin, was built in limited numbers in Monmouth 
County during the 18th and early 19th centuries, with m. clear pat- 
terns of distribution. Representative examples include 1319-29 in Howell, 
1316-16 in Freehold Township, 1311-2 and 1311-27 (center sec-tion) in 
Eatontown, and possibly 1325-68 in Long Branch. 


It is possible that in Monmouth County there. is a second type varia- 
tion of the center door house, which has a bne room plan. Additional 
field investigation is necessary to determ:ine the plans of existing 
three bay center door houses; most one-room deep examples appear to be 
two rooms wide and therefore would be classified as I-houses. Another 
related center door house type, which is to rooms deep and two rooms 


wide, and iscommon in the lower Delaware Valley and Pennsylvania, was not 
found in Monmouth County. 
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This center door house, located on the old Burlington Path in Freehold 
Township, probably dates from the late 18th/early 19th century. It is wood 
shingled with a fieldstone foundation; earlier 6/6 sash windows are 
visible on the sides. The porch isa later addition. (MCHSI 1316-16) 








I-HOUSE 


The I-house, which is believed to be English in origin, is a two story 
dwelling, one room deep and two or more rooms wide, with internal 
gable end chimneys. Room plans and fenestration may be symmetrical or 
asymmetrical, and occasionally there are two front doors (as on the 
example below). Facades are ‘generally three, four, or five bays wide. 
Common Georgian-influenced subtypes include (1) a side-hall plan with 
a regular three bay facade, and (2) a center-hall plan with a symme- 
trical three or five bay facade. Rear ells (often as long as the main 
block), shed additions, and porches are characteristic. In Monmouth 
County, I-houses are almost always wood-frame with clapboard or wood 
shingle siding. I-houses are numerous throughout che county; the 
earliest documented examples date from the first quarter of the 19th 
century, and some even have Federal detailing (see 1315-6, now demo- 
lished), The early three bay I-house with a central entry is found in 
many of the county's rural villages (see Hornerstown, 1351-1, and 
Imlaystown, 1351-2, in Upper Freehold). During the second and third 
quarters of the 19th century, the two Georgian subtypes were popularly 
combined with Greek Revival and [Italianate styling in the construction 
of both farmhouses and "village dwellings.” (For examples, see 1331- 
92 in Middletown; 1322-25 in Keyport; 1314-l1-10 in Farmingdale; 1332- 
5 in Millstone; 1351-28 in Upper Freehold; and 1340-47 in Red Bank.) 
I-houses continued to be built until the late 19th century, especially 


in the more remote areas. 
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I-house with asymmetrical four over five bay facade, built early 19th 
century. Upper Freehold Township (MCHSI 1351-69). 
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I-house, side-hall Georgian subtype, built second quarter 19th century. 
Englishtown Borough (MCHSI 1312-1-14) 
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I-house, center-hall Georgian subtype, built early 19th century. 
Wall Township (MCHSI 1352-19) 





ARCHITECTURAL STYLES 


GEORGIAN 


The Georgian Style, inspired by classical forms which were revived by 
English architects during the reign of the first three Georges, is be- 
lieved to have been introduced to Monmouth County about 1750 with the 
construction of Tennent Church in Manalapan (1326-1-5), followed soon 
thereafter by the first Georgian dwellings (no ably the Covenhoven 
House in Freehold, 1315-72, and the Burrowes House in Matawan, 1329- 
1-13). Monmouth County's Georgian houses show the various influences 
of Dutch, jijey England/Long Island, and Delaware Valley building prac- 
tices. Nearly all, however, utilize the 2% story three bay side-hall 
plan of formal composition, and typically have lateral 1% story kitch- 
en wings. Five bay center-hall Georgian houses are exceedingly rare; 
see, for examples, the Lloyd House: in Middletown (1331-88), the Imlay 
House in Allentown (1302-1), and W lnford in Upper Freehold (1351-77). 
Almost all are wood-frame and sid d with shingles (often round-butt) 
or clapboard (which may be beade D. A few brick examples, laid in 
Flemish bond, are found in Upper (see 1351-19 and 1351-29), 
where other Delaware Valley influences such as the pent roof are local- 
ized. Roofs are gabled, rather lsteeply pitched and sometimes with 
flared eaves on the front and rer:, or they may be gambrel (such as on 
the Allen House in Shrewsbury, -|]345-1-8, or the Hendrickson House in 
Holmdel, 1318-6). Eaves are of en treated as <l cornice, which may in- 
clude emphatic modillions. Chimneys are usually located in the interior 
end wall but occasionally are inset one bay from the gable end; exposed 
hearthbacks are also a common feature. Double-hung sash windows gen- 
erally have 12/12, 9/9, or 9/4 lights; a combination of paneled and 
louvered shutters is used~wide{y. The Dutch-type split-leaf door with 
a hood overdoor is found mainly in central and northern Monmouth, and 
there are a few high-style double-leaf Georgian doors. The basic en- 
framement of doorways include,s ,molded surrounds and a four or five-light 
rectangular transom, and may be embellished by full or half sidelights, 
entablatures, and pilasters. (See especially the doorway on Marlpit 
Hall in Middletown, air ea, 





Georgian houses were constructed in 18th century settlement areas of 
the county between about 1750 and 1800. The overall Georgian plan and 
form persisted in rur.al Monmouth through the mid 19th century. In a 
sense, Georgian building became "traditional." Indeed, regional Geor- 
gian forms were carried forward into the early 20th century Colonial 
Revival, and even today are exhibited symbolically in new housing. 
Georgian houses constitute one of the most outstanding groups of arch- 
itectural resources in the county, and were almost always included in 
the inventory, even when considerably altered. Important concentrations 
are found in Middletown, Colts Neck, Holmdel, Marlboro, and Upper Free- 
hold Townships. In addition to those already cited above, the follow- 
ing examples represent the diversity of Georgian residential buildings 


in the county: the Mount House in Middletown (1331-1-13); the White 
House in Shrewsbury (134.5-1-15); the Covenhoven House in Colts Neck 
(1309-10); the Smock House in Holmdel (1318-47); the Holmes House in 
Marlboro 0328-16); the Morris-Saltar House in Rumson (1342-14); and 


the Horsfull House in pper Freehold (1351-4). 





Monmouth County Georgian doorway 
with a split-leaf paneled door, 
molded surround, and four-light 
transom. Coward House, Upper 
Freehold, (MCHSI 1351-70) 
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The Polhemus House in Colts Neck, 
English Georgian plan with Dutch framing and details. 
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built mid 18th century, combines an 


(MCHSI 1309-37) 








Robert Woodward House, built c. 1815-1830, Upper Freehold Township. 
(MCHSI 1351-37) 


FEDERAL 


In America, the term "Federal" or "Federalist" is associated with 
Neo-classical buildings of the 1785-1830 period, echoing the style 
popular-ized in England by architect Robert Adam. Federal proportions 
and orn-ament are slender and more delicate than the earlier 
Georgian Style. The elliptical and oval shape appear in gable windows, 
entry transoms, and on the millwork, along with motifs such as urns, 


garlands, and fes-toons. In Monmouth County the full Georgian plan 
comes into widespread use for the first time, along with the three bay 
side-hall plan and a few early I-houses. The hip roof makes its first 
appearance on high-style residences, although a moderately-pitched 
gable roof with narrow eaves is more common. Chimneys tend to be 
taller and narrower; twin end chimneys are prevalent, sometimes 
bridged with a parapet end wall. In addition to wood-clad exteriors, 
Flemish bond brick is also uti-lized, particularly in Upper 
Freehold. Windows usually have larger lights (6/6), and most entries 


have a full classical enframement, some featuring detailed carved wood 
muntins and cast lead ornament in the sidelights and _ transom. 
Traditional regional building practices are less apparent on _ the 
Federal house, though elements such as exposed hearthbacks and Dutch 
split-leaf doors are stilf found. Late Federal dwellings of the 
1830's tend to exhibit Greek Revival influences. 


The Federal Style came late to Monmouth County and was never wide- 
spread. Nonetheless, this small collection of houses--built between 
about 1800 and 1830--comprise some of the county's most elegant and 
well-crafted domestic architecture. The Federal Style is concentrated 








Doorway on the Samuel Wright 
House in Upper Freehold, built 
1810. (MCHSI 1351-50) 





in western Monmouth County, and reached its fullest expression in Upper 
Freehold, where there is a notable group of brick-constructed farm- 
houses. Among these are the Samuel G. Wright House, known as "Merino 
Hill" (1351-50), the best high-style Federal house in the county; the 
Robert Woodward House (1351-37); the Abraham Tilton House (1351-20); 
the James Lawrence House (1351-35); the Anthony Woodward House (1351- 
64); and the Joshua Cox House (1351-3). In nearby Allentown, there is 
the pent-roofed Abel Cafferty House (1302-1). Substantial wood-frame 
Federal farmhouses are also well-represented in Manalapan; examples 
include the John Conover House (1326-1-1), the James English House 
(1326-10), and the James Perrine House (1326-20). Elsewhere, in east- 
ern Monmouth County, there are outstanding singular examples of Federal 
architecture, such as "Portland," the Robert Hartshorne House in 
Middletown (1331-108) and the Aaron and John Longstreet House in Holm- 
del (1318-42), as well as various more typical examples of Federal-era 
construction, such as the Leonard House in Middletown (1331-51), the 
old Dutch Reformed Church parsonage in Marlboro (1328-21), the Ely 
House in Holmdel (1318-38), the Thomas I. Bedle House in Matawan 
(1329-1-33), the Forman Osborn House in Spring Lake (1348-44), and the 
Abraham Osborn House in Brielle (1308-8). 





GREEK REVIVAL 


The Greek Revival was the most prevalent of the house styles between 
1830 and 1860, rising out of the new republic's nationalistic. spirit 
and its romantic identification with Greek democracy, as well as a 
widespread admiration for. all things related to classical antiquity. 
Assisted by builders guides which popularized the style, carpenters 
constructed low-pitched gable or hip roofed dwellings of various plan 
types, with classical ornament based on the Greek and Roman orders. 
Columns, capitals, friezes, and moldings were adapted freely from 
classical precedent, and building facades often emulated the temple 
form, with a full pedimented end-facing gable and portico. Returns at 
the eaves, bold cornices, 6/6 double-hung sash windows, attic windows 
in the frieze beneath the eaves, and an entrance framed with pilasters, 
sidelights, and/or an oblong transom are other identifying features. 


As a group Greek Revival houses make up the largest percentage of re-, 
maining pre-1860 residences, and are well distributed throughout the 
county, with significant concentrations in Matawan, Keyport, and Fair 
Haven. In Monmouth County the Greek Revival house is commonly a wood 
dwelling painted white, with a few brick examples. Several plan/form 
variations are evident in the Greek Revival housing stock. The temple- 
form house is the least common, with fewer than five examples; see the 
Richmond House (1315-38) and the Christopher House (1315-39) in Free- 
hold, the Hendrickson House in Marlboro (1328-17), -amd the Brown House 
in Matawan (1329-1-11). The modified temple-front house, with an end- 
facing gable (usually with a full cornice and eaves returns) alluding 
to a pediment, is also relatively rare (see 1315-55 in Freehold, 1329- 
1-10 in Matawan, 1328-1-5 in Marlboro, and 1319-1-5 in Howell). 
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Temple-front house, built second quarter 19th century, in Freehold 
Borough. (MCHSI 1315-38) 
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The Greek Revival main block of this house in Middletown was added to 
the 18th century ell. (MCHST 1331-89) 


Most of the Greek Revival houses in the county employ the two-thirds 
(three bay, side hall) Georgian plan with a side-facing gable roof. 
A well-developed cornice, attic windows, and Doric order porches are 
common. The following represent a cross-section of the numerous sur- 
veyed dwellings of this kind, which were popularly built in towns and 
villages: 1331-89 in Middletown, 1345-1-5 in Shrewsbury, 1313-1-15 in 
Fair Haven, 1329-1-25 in Matawan, 1322-17 in Keyport, 1323-24 in 
Little Silver, and 1353-14 in West Long Branch. 


Farmhouses and high-style Greek Revival houses of large scale are 
usually five bays wide with a center-hall, having either a full 
Georgian plan or an I-house plan. These are localized in Matawan and 
Keyport, the major towns of the pre-Civil War period, and in a number 
of ruFal townships. In Matawan, see the high-style brick houses built 
by S. Potter (1329-1-20) and Garret Conover (1329-1-26), as well as 
the Stillwell House (1329-1-18). In Keyport, see the Bedle House 
(1322-3-14). Some good farmhouse examples include the Edward Woodward 
House (1351-10) and the James Hall House (1351-58) in Upper Freehold, 
and the Ellis House in Manalapan (1326-22) and the Conover-Patterson 
House in Middletown (1331-23). In addition to those variations above, 
Greek Revival styling also appears on several traditional 1% story 
house types, which are concentrated in Middletown Township and charac- 
teristically have knee wall windows and a frieze panel on the main 
facade (see descriptions and examples of these types on page 75). 
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